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 From the 
Chairman 
 When did you 
see your first Swallow 
this year?  I saw mine 
on April 10th on one of 
our most popular 
events, a trip updale to 
Scar Reservoir.  We 
also saw Ring Ouzels 
and Common 
Sandpiper, more 
summer migrants to our shores.  Today, 18th April, I heard my first 
Willow Warbler.  Perhaps you keep a note from year to year of 
‘firsts’.  It’s an enjoyable way to mark the seasons and is in an 
honourable tradition of naturalists for centuries.  
 May is one of the best months for birdwatching.  We have a ten 
hour Bird Watch within the AONB boundaries on Saturday 16th May.  
Our aim is to spot as many different species of bird as possible .  
Why not join in? It’s fun and you might get a bacon sandwich at  
some stage. Keeping records of this event or of sightings as we go about our patches all 
contributes to an over view of the state of birds coming and going in our small island. Of course 
you could just sit in the garden with a cool drink and a great book and listen out for your local 
Cuckoo. Just remember to keep a record! 

Ros Wade 

Flying Times 
The Newsletter of Nidderdale Birdwatchers 

Issue Summer 2015 

Late Feb: The number of goosander on Glasshouses Dam has varied between two and six over the last few weeks 
but on the 20th February there were 13 - the most we’ve ever seen there. Remarkably handsome birds. On passage 
north to breed?   
Over 100 Lapwing up at the top of Wath Lane today, 21st February, mostly flocking and feeding but a few look as if 
they might be paired. According to the BTO in a comment about nesting this year,   "No question it's going to be 
early…” 
Let’s hope the weather doesn’t return us to deep winter  

Tony Knowles 
 
 A Queen Wasp on Audrey’s hand. She carried it all the way across the dam 
at Scar last Friday!   They say a bird in the hand is worth two in a bush but what 
about a Queen Wasp in Audrey’s hand! 

Chris Seaman 
 
22nd March 2pm Sunday   -  over 100 Whooper Swans 
on Gouthwaite by Gowthwaite Hall !!!  Angus Gosman 
 
26th April  Lying in bed this Sunday morning I heard my first Cuckoo.  I’m sure this isn’t 
the first, but it certainly made my day! 

Sue Hickson 
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SUMMER EVENTS PROGRAMME 
 The description of each outdoor event gives the name 
and contact details of the Event Organiser. Please let the 
Organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. This does 

not mean that you cannot attend at the last minute but trips 
may be cancelled if there appears to be insufficient interest, 
so we need to know in advance who wants to go. Some 

events demand a reasonable level of fitness depending 
on distances and terrain to be covered so if in doubt 
contact the organiser. Under 16s should be accompanied 
by an adult on all outdoor events. Non members are 

welcome at events.  
We would also advise that you check the website or ring the Organiser just before the event to ensure that it is 
still happening and the arrangements haven’t changed.  
 

The rendezvous point for car sharing is the car park in Pateley Bridge opposite Towler’s 

Some of us have bird watched where the Skell meets the Laver, now is the 
opportunity to follow the river to where it meets the Ure and just possible to see lesser 
spotted woodpecker. 
 We will walk from Ripon along the banks of the Skell to Fisher Green and past the 
sewage works to the confluence of the two rivers. We are likely to see dipper , grey 
wagtail, buzzard, possibly raven and returning summer visitors. 
We will be met by Pat Rumbold, a High Batts member, who lives in Fisher Green and 
knows the birds of the area well. This is a lovely quiet hidden place of Ripon. 
  Meet at Pateley Bridge at 9am or at Low Mill foot bridge and ford, Ripon at 
9.30am.  From the South follow the A61 through Ripon Market Place, and almost 
immediately turn right into Allhallowgate, carry on down that road to the traffic lights, 
straight on down Priest Lane until you reach its junction with Low Mill Rd and Hillshaw 
Park Way. Low Mill and the footbridge are straight in front of you. Wear clothes suitable 
for the weather, some of the paths could be muddy. There are no hills, we may use rather 
large stepping stones! 
 The Organiser is Ann Crouch 

Saturday 16th May  Full Day Bird Watch in the AONB 

Friday 8th May  Fisher Green  Ripon  

Monday 18th May (Evening)  Evening Walk to Fishpond Wood,  Bewerley 

 An evening walk in Bewerley; a walk through the wood 
with pond, and back down stream side.   
 Looking for spring migrants and wildflowers in wood, 
Moorhen on pond, hopefully with chicks, and Grey Wagtail and 
Dipper on stream. 
 Bring suitable clothing and footwear for a short walk 
which can be muddy if it has rained heavily. 
Meet outside Bewerley Grange Chapel at 6.30pm. (easy park-
ing) 
The Organiser is Linda Pridmore  

 On the 16th May 2015 we are planning a 10 Hour bird watch in Nidderdale.  The object of the day is to see 
how many birds we can as a club record in our area.  Some members are doing the whole 10 hours and others 
shorter periods. 
 If you would like to take part please speak to Adrian who will formalise a plan nearer to the time. 

The Organiser is Adrian Roberts  



Page 3  

 Last year those of us who are familiar with the unique landscape 
and ecology of Malham Tarn were pleased that more people came to 
appreciate it, and this is another opportunity.  We will take the 
boardwalk to explore Malham Tarn NNR raised bog and wet woodland, 
which should have warblers and other songbirds and some special 
flora. We will then walk through the woods on the north side of the Tarn 
to the Field Centre and back to the National Trust’s hide, which is a 
good place to have lunch and search for birds on the water.  There 
may be opportunities to see yellow wagtails around the shore.  A visit 
to Malham Cove peregrine watch is not included in this trip, but can be 
added on by those interested.   
 Wildflower and insect guides are recommended. 
 Meet at Pateley at 8.30 or in the old quarry (carpark) on the Settle-Arncliffe road near the northwest side of 
the tarn at GR883672 at 9.30.  
The Organiser is Lesley Knight   

Monday 21st July (Evening)  Brimham 

Monday 15th June (Evening)  Stainburn Forest 

  

Sunday 21st June  Strid Woods * 

Friday 10th July   Chapel-le-Dale 

 A full day visit to Broadrake Farm.  This is a 
developing conservation area near Ingleborough 
and promises to be a really interesting trip.  Details 
of meeting up etc a bit later. 
The organiser is Ann Crouch  

Friday June 12th (Full day)  Malham Tarn and Cove 

  An early morning walk to find the summer visitors and residents of this 
beautiful stretch of the River Wharfe. Meet at 6.30 at Pateley Bridge Car Park  
or at Barden Bridge carpark at 7.00.  
Organiser Lesley Knight    
 

*NB.  Change of Venue from original events 

 

   There are woodland and moorland habitats to look at. A number 
of birds nest there including Redstarts, Pied Flycatchers and Owls so 
hopefully we should see something interesting. 
Meet at 6.15 at Pateley Car park or 6.30pm in the main car park at 
Brimham.  
The organiser is Rob Lees    

            STAINBURN FOREST --- a late evening visit to this woodland between Beckwithshaw and Norwood to look 
for Nightjars and roding Woodcock. Meet in car park opposite Towlers shop at bottom of Pateley Bridge High Street 
8pm or car park on Norwood Lane (grid ref. SE 236523) 8.30pm. Bring a good supply of insect repellent and suitable 
clothing as the site can be quite exposed and the visit may entail a lot of standing around. WARNING !! there are bad 
pot holes in the entrance to the car park so take care.   
Organiser is Pete Seaman  
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Month Date Venue and Type of Event 

      

May Friday 8th Fisher Green, Ripon 
Half day visit 
  

  Saturday  16th A Full Day Bird Watch 
in the AONB. 
  

  Monday 18th Fishpond Wood, Bewerley 
Evening walk 
  

      

June Friday 12th Malham 

    Full day visit 
  

  Monday 15th Stainburn Forest 
Evening walk 

  Sunday 21st Strid Wood 
Early morning walk 

   

July Friday 10th Broadrake Farm Chapel-le– Dale 
Full day visit 

 Monday 20th Brimham 
Evening walk 

   

August Friday 14th Filey Dams 
Full Day Trip 

 Monday 17th Newall with Clifton 
Evening walk 

           A NEW PIN-UP FOR YOUR KITCHEN NOTICEBOARD 

                to remind you of what’s on offer this summer               
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CLUB EVENTS 
Reports from members on past outings 

 The stark winter beauty of the ancient oak and beech trees of Hirst Wood gave the 
group good views of small woodland birds, including nuthatch, treecreeper, goldcrest and 
several tits, although a singing thrush proved hard to see.   What got everybody more 
animated was the birdlife of  Dowley Gap sewage works, which included a ‘tiding’ or ‘flush’ 
of more than 16 Magpies, an enormous flock 
of  Wagtails (other observers counted more 
than 90) including some Grey Wagtails and 
Pied Wagtails in a variety of plumage 
colours, Gulls,  and a little brown job which 
could have been a number of things.  The 
canal was disappointingly quiet, so most 

people headed straight for the much noisier Salts Mill for a well-
earned lunch and some serious browsing of the artworks and 
designer shops (no binoculars required). 
Goldcrest photograph by Allan Wilkinson 

Lesley Knight 

Friday 13th February  Hirst Wood & Leeds Liverpool Canal 

  A fascinating talk by Lesley Knight on an area which most of us only aspire to reach.  The trip sounded 
fantastic with some wonderful birds and, an added bonus, lovely pictures AND sounds of the birds too.  A most 
enjoyable evening. 

Sue Hickson 

Monday 16th February  Birdwatching in Central Chile  

  

Saturday 21st  February   Nosterfield 

             The reserve at Nosterfield is often thought of by regulars 
as quite a windy site and as we gathered around the car park view-
ing screen and the main hide the 15 members would agree that the  
reputation was warranted. It was a bright and sunny morning and 
despite the cold wind there was some good bird watching to be had 
and we managed to fill a good hour or so scanning the birds on the 
main lake. There was a shortage of geese in the area but the wa-
terfowl present in front of the screen and hide provided some inter-
est. A number of members were amused by the feeding habits of 

the Wigeon as they grazed sheep-like in a group across the grass surrounding the lake. When disturbed they all flew 
onto the lake for safety and then when the danger had passed they wandered back onto the shore to start their graz-
ing line up all over again. Other birds out on the water were Teal, Mallard, the odd  Pochard and a few Cormorant 
and around the lake there were large numbers of Lapwing. The several waders returning from wintering grounds 
were Oystercatchers, Curlew, a handful of Golden Plover and two very recently arrived Ringed Plovers. Overhead 
we saw at least four Common Buzzard, a Kestrel and a Sparrowhawk that was being mobbed by the local Corvids. 
 Having got quite cold watching the main lake the members set off to walk towards North Lake at the far end of 
the reserve. There were very few small birds in the hedges as we walked past the old silt pools. They were probably 
keeping their heads down in the strong cold wind! This part of the reserve was new territory to some members so it 
was a worthwhile walk. On the smaller North lake Tufted Duck, Pochard, Coot, Moorhen and Cormorant were pre-
sent but members did not linger long before returning to the car park. 
 Those members staying to make a longer day of it decided to head up the road to Lingham Quarry for lunch 
before resuming birding around the quarry complex. We walked along the path towards Flask Lake stopping several 
times to look for the Little Owls that had been heard calling from the mature trees but unfortunately we couldn't see 
them. It was very cold and windy when scanning across Flask Lake towards the reed beds but we added  Greylag, 

Goldeneye and Great Crested Grebe to our day list. On our walk back to the viewing screen at Lingham Lake some 
members finally managed to see a Little Owl along the fence in the field opposite the quarry entrance. From the 
screen we saw a number of Shelduck, a selection of gulls beginning to gather at their roost and four Dunlin that were 
feeding among a large number of Lapwings on the waters edge. By this time people decided to head off for the 
warmth of home after enjoying a good days birding at one of our best local wetland areas. 

Chris Seaman 
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Friday 13th March  North Cave 

Monday 16th March   The Yorkshire Peat Partnershop 

  

 A hardy bunched of 14 members met on a very wet Saturday morning at Dob Park, by Lindley Wood 
reservoir. 
Despite the weather we had proof that Spring was happening as one of our first sightings was a Chiffchaff.  We had 
a good list of birds in the area, 29 in total.  We walked north on the west side of the reservoir crossing over the 
Washburn river.  During this time we were also identifying different types of trees and we also found some tracks 
belonging to Roe Deer and Badger.  The habitat is varied, with views onto the moorland beyond.  On the water we 
saw the usual suspects including a pair of great crested Grebes, Oyster catchers and Mallard.  In the scrub we saw 
a number of Goldcrest, Chiffchaff and Wrens with Blackbirds and Song Thrush singing.  We headed up through 
woodland hoping to see the elusive Lesser Spotted Woodpecker but to no avail.  They are reported to be here so 
well worth a look on a better day. 
 We walked as far as the ford and old pack horse bridge, an ideal spot for drinks and biscuits.  We then 

headed up the track to join the road and as the weather had cleared we had good views across the valley 

Adrian Roberts 

The Yorkshire Peat Partnership – restoring upland peat habitats including 
Nidderdale. Dr Tim Thom of Yorkshire Wildlife Trust took us through the stages of 
the partnership since 2009.  The aim is to restore Yorkshire’s internationally 
important peatbogs which are vital not only for the unique animals and plants that 
they support but also to aid in the battle against climate change. The partnership 

works with contractors, landowners, agents, keepers and farmers. Tim gave us a fascinating and clear view of the 
work being done and its importance.                                                                                                              Ros Wade 

Saturday 28th March   Dob Park—Washburn 

 The seven members that met up in the car park at the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust reserve at 
North Cave were greeted by brightening skies and the promise of an interesting day’s birding. 
North Cave is a fairly recent reserve having been obtained by the Trust in 2001 and is the result 
of aggregate extraction and some clever landscaping by YWT and partners. Work is still 
ongoing with  extensions to the reserve some of which are expected to be completed later this 
year. 
 As this was the first visit to the reserve for some of us it was interesting to have a word 
with the warden before starting to look for the six Common Cranes  that had flown over just 
before we arrived. Regular local birders seemed to think the birds had circled the area before 
going on to Blacktoft Sands which is only just over the river so they never made it onto our list 
of the day's birds. After scanning the Ings alongside the lane and finding Little Egret and 
Shoveller we visited the Main Lake hide for some serious birding. Black Headed Gulls certainly made their presence 
known with their usual noise but then we started finding more interesting birds. At least five pairs of Great Crested 
Grebe were doing their courtship dance which was lovely to watch and the photographers got some good shots. On 
the far side of the lake were over seventy Common Shelduck with some of them doing the courtship ritual which 
seemed to involve a lot of chasing around. After leaving the hide we walked down Dryham Lane to the Crosslands 
hide which being constructed of straw was very similar to the new hide at the Staveley reserve. From here we picked 
out some waders such as Ruff and Redshank as well as both Pied and Grey Wagtails feeding on the grassy banks. 
As our early breakfasts seemed quite distant we walked back down the lane to the viewpoint and feeding station on 
the edge of the car park. Here some of us took advantage of the Wild Bird catering trailer then settled down to watch 
birds on the feeding station while feeding ourselves. 
 After lunch we started walking on the path that goes round the edge of the Northern part of the reserve 
passing several lakes on the way round. Before we reached the Turret hide we spent quite a bit of time watching a 
very busy feeding station. It was here we got very good views of at least four Brambling as well as Greenfinch, 
Chaffinch and Goldfinch. It was only a very short walk then to the Turret hide which gives a good view around the 
Island Lake and the Snipe field scrapes. It was from here we saw our first raptors of the day with distant views of 
both Marsh Harrier and Common Buzzard. Leaving the hide we walked along the perimeter path with lots of small 
birds in the hedges and Greylag Geese feeding in the fields. While watching birds on the Reedbed Lake two 
Avocets, the first of the year, landed on the scrape at the far side. We then returned to the lane and walked back 
towards the car park. Along the way we had better views of another Marsh Harrier and a Chiffchaff was seen in the 
hedge alongside the track. It was a very enjoyable day with lots of good birds. The total for the day was over fifty five 
species.  
 Many thanks to John for showing us around one of his regular sites.                                             Pete Seaman 
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 This was a joint field trip between Nidderdale 
Birdwatchers and the Nidderdale A.O.N.B. Sixteen 
members of the club and five members of the public 
congregated at our first stop at the viewpoint at 
Gouthwaite reservoir where Alwin very kindly gave us 
a short talk about the recently constructed Sand Mar-
tin wall. The sun was burning off the early mist and 
we had good views over the water. The water level in 
the reservoir had dropped since our last visit and the 
exposed mud had attracted a good number of wad-
ers. There were a good number of Lapwings both on 
the exposed mud and the waterside fields with many 
displaying over territory they may have already 
claimed. On the larger of the muddy islands Red-
shank, both Little Ringed and Ringed  Plovers, Dunlin 
and Common Sandpiper were feeding among the 
gulls. The gulls seemed to be mainly Black Headed 
with a small number of Common and at least one 

Lesser Black Backed gull. As the mist cleared we had good views of the woods and moor edges on the opposite side 
of the water but no raptors appeared to be moving over there. They do seem to like a bit of westerly wind to encour-
age them to fly. A single Swallow passed low over the water which was the first sighting for many of our year lists. 
After a good hour we moved on up the dale to Scar House reservoir. Only Audrey stopped at the Cut on the Scar 
Road as recent tree works have reduced the parking area. She heard Nuthatch and saw a flock of up to 100 Field-
fare. 
 For some people it was their first visit to Scar House reservoir.  They were very impressed with the views both 
on the drive up and from the car park. We started by setting up the scopes in the car park to look for Ring Ouzel 
among the rocks on the hillside and were soon  rewarded by the sight of a male perched on a rock. We then walked 
across the dam searching the plantation below for Siskin and Redpoll which were not easy to find but most of us did 
manage to spot them as well as several Chaffinches. From 
here we had good views of a pair of Ravens that were being 
“mobbed” by two Kestrels. Maybe the Ravens had strayed 
into the Kestrels' territory. The Ravens were a good sighting 
as they are quite a rare bird in the Upper Dale. Walking 
along the track below Carle Fell there were good views of 
Wheatear and Meadow Pipits on the grassy bank and along 
the wall tops. Having a last look around before turning back 
another male Ring Ouzel was spotted on the skyline and a 
Common Snipe was posing nicely on a wall top. A single 
Swallow perched on the roof of the workshop buildings was 
a sign that spring is reaching the top of the dale despite the 
patches of snow still showing on Great Whernside. It was 
another good birding trip in our local area and a chance to 
extend our interests to others in the Community. 

Chris Seaman 

Friday 10th April   Updale to Scar House Reservoir 

A well attended meeting started with the usual business of an AGM.  Ros Wade reported 
that this had been a very successful year for the group with 80 plus members.  The core 
of the Club was the outings to many different birding habitats near and far and Ros 
thanked all those who organised these trips as their hard work was what made the trips 
such a pleasure.  Ros reported that we had a guided walk at Flamborough Head, a 
photographic day at Grimwith and we had also had a number of evening talks including 
one by Dr Tim Thom of the Yorkshire Peat Partnership.  Our great success this year has 
been the building of the Sand Martin wall on the banks of Gouthwaite, near Ramsgill.  

There is accommodation for 100 migrants.  This project has taken five years to achieve.  A fuller report can be read 
in Tony Knowles’s report.  It is a great achievement by a small Club. 
The Committee welcomed Pete Seaman and Becky Huff as new committee members and Sue Hickson was given a 
bottle of wine to thank her for her years as Secretary as she now has to resign, having served six years. 
After the AGM, Sheila Nash gave an illustrated talk about how she and Pete Seaman collect and collate the bird 
records for the annual publication we  produce.   

Monday 20th April   Annual General Meeting 
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News from Tony Knowles 

 
Nest Record Scheme 
It’s that time of year again.  
 Birds nest throughout the year depending on species. Barn owls can breed at any time including in the middle 
of winter if the food source is good enough but for most birds the nesting season starts in late Winter or Spring, 
triggered by increasing daylight hours. Some young birds are already around – Egyptian geese and Mallards for 
example, but many of the migrants haven’t even arrived  in Britain yet so it’s a very spread out affair. 
 Good weather earlier in the year gave a forecast of early nesting but then cold weather returned and nothing 
much happened. We started our nest box checking on 23rd March and the only evidence of activity was a few strands 
of moss in a couple of boxes in Bryan’s Wood and Old Spring Wood. On 10th April that had changed dramatically with 
46 boxes showing evidence of nesting ranging from a few strands of moss in some, others more advanced, and with 
one or two completed, lined, tit nests. And two nuthatch nests, always a welcome find. 
 When the boxes were put up we grouped them in threes. As most birds are territorial that allows for three 
different species to use them and we sometimes find in any one group that we have a blue tit, a great tit, and one left 
over for later occupancy by a pied flycatcher when it arrives from Africa a month or so later. Although we also hope 
for treecreeper and redstart nests, no luck so far although robins and wrens have shown an interest. 
 As always, we’re grateful to the owners of Bryan’s Wood and Old Spring Wood, Dave Chadwick and 
Rosemary Helme respectively, for their permission to use their woods for encouraging nesting birds. 
 

Sand martin wall 
 Unlike the Nest Record Scheme this has kept us busy throughout the year. Now that the wall is built we have a 
photographic record of the event which we hope to show you at a future club evening. Follow up work has been 
carried out by Yorkshire Water, putting up some additional walls at either end of the main structure to help it to blend 
in to the banking. Then last month a group of volunteers from NB and Nidderdale AONB planted trees which will 
screen the view of the wall from traffic driving up the Dale. The outstanding work will involve re-seeding the work 
area which again will be carried out by volunteers. 

 We now have to monitor use of the wall. Although sand 
martins are reported to be nesting in other areas in Yorkshire, 
I haven’t yet seen or heard of them at Gouthwaite but that 
should soon change.  
 As part of the sand martin scheme we are committed to 
providing an education programme for local junior schools and 
this is well on the way to completion. Teachers will be able to 
download information, worksheets and Power Point 
presentations from the NB and AONB websites in a 
programme called “Learning with Birds” aimed at Key Stages 
One and Two pupils, with the possibility of getting practical 
help from NB members with, for example, making nest boxes 
for the schools or for pupils to take home. 
 
The help we have received from Yorkshire Water, Nidderdale AONB and the funding from Yorventure and the 
Heritage Lottery Fund have been crucial to the completion of this project and we’re enormously grateful to all of 
them, and to all the others who have given us help. 
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Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Newsletter.  Please keep things coming.  
Thanks particularly for the pictures which make the issues so attractive and readable.  
Special thanks to Linda Pridmore for her excellent pictures and to Tony Knowles who so 
kindly furnishes me with pictures of virtually any bird I ask for. 

Sue 

       The Nidderdale Birdwatchers Guide for 2014  
is now  published.   
 This is a record of all the birds seen by members who send their 
sightings to the bird recorder.  If you were at the AGM you will have 
received your copy.  If not we will try and get one to you as soon as 
possible.  As a club we can be very proud of this publication which is 
not only an excellent record of our area, but also produced in a very 
quick time frame.  Many groups take more than a year to bring out their 
reports, so our recorders can be proud.   
A record like this relies entirely on members reporting their sightins so 
we need YOU to contribute.  Any birds you see in the AONB, please 
report to:  

 

Sheila Nash  
And make next year’s copy even more impressive.  

A Trip to Saltholme 
While in the area in my 
Campervan, I visited Saltholme 
on a bright but breezy day in 
April.  I have always liked this 
reserve.  The juxtaposition of the 
fields and pools with the very 
industrial landscape round about 

has always intrigued me and  although we worry and must continue to worry 
about the loss of habitat for wild creatures, it is heartening to see such a 
previously blighted landscape reclaimed and nurtured.   When I first visited a 
few years ago the whole reserve felt very raw, but it is beginning to mature nicely 
and certainly attracts a very good list of species.   When I was there I saw 
nothing spectacular, just the usual suspects, you might say, but I had a very 
enjoyable morning, topped off  by an excellent minted pea soup for lunch.  We 
have a Club trip on 27th September and I do urge you to go if you can. 

Sue Hickson 
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Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a voluntary organisation which exists to promote interest in and 
understanding and knowledge of birds, their environment and conservation, and in particular to promote the study 
and welfare of the birds within Nidderdale. Membership is open to all interested individuals; for details contact the 

Membership Secretary, Angus Gosman on 01423 755276 or visit our website www.niddbirds.org.uk 
 

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter  are welcome and  should be sent to 
Sue Hickson,  email suehickson@gmail.com 

The Committee for 2015/2016 is 

Ros Wade – Chairman  
Barry Slaymaker—Treasurer  

Adrian Roberts Becky Huff   Chris Seaman  & Pete Seaman  

 
PETE'S CORNER April 2015 
 
The few weeks crossover over period of late Winter 
and early Spring can be a very confusing time for 
birders and maybe for the birds as well. With the 
changeable weather at this time of year we get a 
mixture of Winter visitors still reluctant to make the trip 
back home and the early arrival of the Spring 
migrants. On a recent visit to the Y.W.T. Reserve at 
Staveley we were watching wintering Thrushes and 
Goldeneye whilst an early arriving Sand Martin flew 
over the East Lagoon. Days later we had a similar 
experience while walking in Ripon Parks. We had 
been listening to our first local Chiffchaff of the year 
and two fields down the track a large flock of 
Fieldfares were busy feeding. Maybe they were feeding up for the return trip back to their 
breeding grounds. I'm not sure if they fly back home in flocks or not. This may be worth some 
further research. 
On a recent walk on the Dallowgill Moor from Harper Hill there were certainly plenty of signs that 
Spring was returning to our local moors. In a field at the edge of the moor a flock of Golden 
Plovers  were busy feeding, looking as though they were recent arrivals. Hopefully some of them 
will stay around to breed locally. Curlews were busy marking out their patch of the moor, their 
bubbling call seems to fit the loneliness of the moors so well. The Lapwings were making their 
noisy courtship displays over the in-by fields, never a bird to do things quietly. Strangely there 
was only a single Oystercatcher around. They usually arrive back on the moor about the same 
time as the Curlew but, as there are good numbers on the lower ground like Gouthwaite 
Reservoir, they should not be far behind. Meadow Pipits had arrived back onto the moor, these 
were my first of the year and the Red Grouse were  showing well with the cock birds looking good 
as they strutted their stuff for the females. 
By the time the newsletter is out we should be waiting for the later visitors like the warblers to 
arrive in our area as the odd Sand Martin and Swallow have been seen locally. It will be time to 
brush up on our bird song recognition skills as most of us have got rusty on that front over the 
recent months. Let us all hope the birds have a successful breeding season before they leave us 
again. 

 Pete Seaman 


