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4th May.  Went for a trip to Pendle Hill today in the hope of finding Dotterel - we were in luck with 2 males 
very close to the trig-point. Typically obliging, they gave fantastic views down to around 6 feet! Amazing birds 
and lifers for me. Well worth the drive of about an hour.  Alex Penn 
 
26th May Angus has seen an Osprey at the north side of Gouthwaite this morning. Reports of 2 Osprey.  

 
 
Alwin disturbed a pheasant while gardening, and the bird deserted. These are the 
eggs - 33. Probably not a record, but impressive. Tony Knowles 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Latest Bishop’ s Moor GP Crop! 
John Dowson 
 

 
This wood pecker has worked out how to get round my "anti wood pigeon" wires to get at 
the sun flower hearts !! Angus Gosman 

From the Chairman 
 Well, where to begin? Action for Raptors – meeting with Julian Smith MP in May.  
Further information in this newsletter.  Some progress on the sand martin wall. Some 
summery days out and a weekend Farne Islands’  trip. A good turnout for Bioblitz Day on 6

th
 

July and a very good day for ice creams.  Sheila Nash and Adrian Roberts led bird walks 
around Brimham Rocks and we had a stand.  We also had a stand at High Batts the 
following day, again under a baking sky. Last year was a washout. As ever, many thanks to 
those members who plan and lead visits and to those who help out at events. 
 We have some great days out coming up including a visit to Long Preston Wetlands on 14

th
 

September and an autumn migration watch on the East coast on 11
th
  October.  In between 

we re-start our third Monday meetings at the Royal  Oak in Dacre Banks. Our programme 
includes a talk on the upper Nidderdale Black Grouse Recovery project and a Moth morning 
with Jill Warwick. 
  Please visit our stand at the Nidderdale Show on Monday 23

rd
 September..  If you can 

spare an hour or so to help please let us know.  
  WEA Birdwatching  with Sheila Nash starts on Thursday 26

th
 September, 6 sessions, 

3 indoors and 3 outdoor visits. A great opportunity to learn more about diversity in birds, 
differences within and between species. Further information from: rwade@wea.org.uk or 
from Sheila. Everyone welcome.   
 A few members have forgotten to renew. Please give £10.00 to Angus Gosman or 
post a cheque to him payable to Nidderdale Birdwatchers at: Boggle Dyke cottage, Ramsgill 
HG3 5RL. 
 I look forward to seeing many of you at events and socials. A big thank you to 

Summer for turning up. Let’s hope Autumn doesn’t flounce off too soon.            Ros Wade 

Flying TimesFlying TimesFlying TimesFlying TimesFlying TimesFlying TimesFlying TimesFlying Times    
The Newsletter of Nidderdale Birdwatchers 

Issue    Summer / Autumn 2013 

Don’t let Angus have the last word!  Send in your chirps and also your garden lists.  We want the 
Newsletter to reflect everyone’s birding experiences whether ordinary, exciting, or just plain strange, so 
please keep your thoughts coming 
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                                       EVENTS PROGRAMMEEVENTS PROGRAMME  
The description of each outdoor event gives the name and contact details of the 
Event Organiser. Please let the Organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. 
This does not mean that you cannot attend at the last minute but trips may be 
cancelled if there appears to be insufficient interest, so we need to know in 
advance who wants to go. Some events demand a reasonable level of fitness 
depending on distances and terrain to be covered so if in doubt contact the organiser. Under 16s 

should be accompanied by an adult on all outdoor events. Non members are welcome at events.  
We would also advise that you check the website or ring the Organiser just before the event to ensure that it is 
still happening and the arrangements haven’t changed.  
 

The rendezvous point for car sharing is the car park in Pateley Bridge 

Friday 9th August  Gouthwaite Reservoir  

 Half day bird walk in the region of Gouthwaite .   Will we see the Osprey!!  Be prepared 
for muddy footpaths, it's unlikley to have steps or steep hills. No facilities. Meet 8.30am in 
Pateley car park or 8.45am at the viewing platform. 
 

Monday 19th August  The Royal Oak Bird Stroll 

 An amble through woodland towards the forestry and back along the riverside.  A range 
of habitats which yielded a surprising number of species last year. Finish back at the 
pub.  Meet at 7.30pm in the Royal Oak car park.  
 

Saturday 14th September  Long Preston Wetlands 

 Monday 16th September  
Illustrated Talk on the Upper Nidderdale Black Grouse Recovery Project 

 Come and visit the Club Stand at the Show, or even better, volunteer to help man the 
stall.  Great fun and an opportunity to encourage all kinds of people to partake in and enjoy 
our hobby. 

 Dr Phil Warren from the Game and Wildlife Conservation Trust, 
which is an independent charity carrying out scientific research into 
Britain’s game and wildlife, will update us on the progress of this 
unique project. 
 This life-line for the declining black grouse population involved 
translocating 15 males to one of their former haunts with the aim of 
establishing a sustainable, breeding population by the end of the three 
year project. 
This meeting will be at  

Monday 23rd September   Nidderdale Show 

 A walk alongside the River Ribble floodplain in the Long Preston 
area.  The Long Preston Wet Grassland Project began in 2004 aiming to 
improve the wildlife value of this area which naturally floods every year and 
is a nationally important nature conservation site, providing valuable habitat 
for wading birds and aquatic plants.  The footpaths can be muddy but if we 
are lucky enough to be able to wander off the footpath wellies are 
essential.... 
 Meet at Pateley Bridge at 08:30am or the Long Preston Railway 
Station at 09:30am       
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Monday 21st October  Social Evening 

Sunday 27th October   RSPB Saltholme 

Friday 8th November  Brockholes 

Sunday 29th September   Moth morning at Nosterfield with Jill Warwick 

Friday 11th October   East Coast—A full day Migration Watch 

 Another visit to this popular wetland reserve which is continually 
improving, this time to look at moths with Jill Warwick.   
 A chance to see what is gathered in the overnight moth traps; 
there could be some interesting and exciting discoveries awaiting us. 
The Nosterfield Reserve has had 477 species of moth recorded in the 
past, who knows we may be able to add to the list of local or even 
national records. 
 Meet at Pateley Bridge opposite Towlers newsagent at 8.30am or 
in the reserve car park at 9.00am. Bring birding equipment as there may 
be some chance to bird watch as well.  A half day trip. 
 

 A  coach trip to the East Coast as by this date 
migration should be in full swing.  We will finalise where we 
go nearer the date, depending on the birds. 
 Should cost £10 to £12 depending on numbers and 
cost of diesel.  Meet at Pateley Car Park at 8.30am. 
Details and booking your place from: 
 

 A social evening organised by the Committee when we will look at the Library.  Books to 
buy and bring books to sell.  We will also discuss matters of interest to the Club, such as the 
Sand Martin Wall and Raptor persecution.    
This meeting will be at 7.30pm at the Royal Oak, Dacre Banks 

 This is the new RSPB wetland reserve which has won lots of praise. 
Autumn offers the chance to see migrant waders such as black-tailed 
godwits, ruffs and green sandpipers, and with the possibility of rarities such 
as curlew sandpipers and little stints on one of their migration stop-overs. 
And of course there are the flocks of golden plover and lapwing which arrive 
to spend winter on the reserve, plus the returning winter wildfowl. There is a 
state-of-the art visitor centre with café and shop and three hides including 
the striking Wildlife Watchpoint which overlooks one of the busiest pools.  
Entrance is free for RSPB members or £6 per car for non-members.  
 For car–sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendez-vous at 8.30 am or 
if going direct meet at the Reserve at 10 am. Saltholme is 10 minutes from 
the A19; turn east off the A19 north of Stockton along the A689. After half a 
mile, take the A1185; in 4 miles join the A178 at a mini roundabout and take the third exit. The reserve entrance is 
about 300 yards on the right-hand side.    
 

 A full day’s trip to the new reserve near Preston 
for waders and other winter migrants.  The award 
winning floating village allows people to get as close 
to the natural environment as possible. 
 The paths are mostly level.   There is a 125m 
walk from the car park to the Visitor Village.  Adapted 
toilets are at the Visitor Village.  There are no toilets 
on the reserve. 
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A NEW PIN-UP FOR YOUR KITCHEN NOTICE BOARD 

              to remind you of what’s on offer this autumn 

 

Month Date Venue and Type of Event 

August Friday 9
th
 Gouthwaite Reservoir 

A bird walk  

 Monday 19
th
 Royal Oak Bird Stroll 

Evening Walk  

   

September Saturday 14
th
 Long Preston Wetlands 
A full day visit 

 Monday 16
th
  Upper Nidderdale Black Grouse  

Recovery Project 
An illustrated talk at The Royal Oak 

 Monday 23
rd
 Nidderdale Show 

Visit the Club stand at the Show 

 Sunday 29
th
  Moth Morning with Jill Warwick 

Half day visit 

   

October Friday 11
th
 East Coast Migration Watch 

Full day visit 

 Monday 21
st
 Social Evening at The Royal Oak 

 Sunday 27
th
  RSPB Saltholme 

Full day visit 

 

 

November Friday 8
th
 Brockholes Reserve near Preston 

Full day visit 
 

 Monday 18
th
  ‘Our Birding Year’ at The Royal Oak  

 Sunday 24
th
 Colsterdale 

Half day visit 
 

    

December Friday 13th Staveley followed by Christmas Lunch  

 Monday 16
th
 Christmas Social at The Royal Oak  
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Friday 10th May   Bempton 

 Four dedicated birdwatchers met up at Bempton RSPB on Saturday 11th 
May.  An offshore strong wind blew us to the breeding bird stacks and we were 
delighted to see so much activity in bird city.  Most of the birds were paired up but not 
yet sitting on eggs, except some of the guillemots and possibly kittiwakes.  Razorbills, 
guillemots and kittiwakes were present in good numbers as were the magnificent 
gannets.  We got some close up views of these stars of the sea. Fewer fulmars and 
very few puffins.  The RSPB steward said that about one third of the usual breeding 
population of puffins had been lost in great storms.  We did see some but often still with 
their winter plumage. We walked back through the fields and then after lunch to the dell and the bird feeders and saw 
a pair of linnet, corn bunting and good views of common whitethroat with its song flight.                             Ros Wade  

Monday 20th May   Ramsgill/Bouthwaite  

 Seven members met on the Saturday morning in the car park at Scar 
House Reservoir in what seemed like very unfamiliar   conditions, i.e. 
sunshine and very little wind. There the group spent some time scanning the 
hill side boulders for the local Ring Ouzels but it seemed they had either 
slept in or gone away for the bank holiday. From here we walked along the 
tarmac track towards Angram reservoir scanning the rough grasslands for 
birds of interest, an obliging Common Sandpiper was found bathing by the 
large water intake and some of the Meadow Pipits were seen carrying food, 
a pretty sure sign that they had young nearby, we just hoped that they were 
not too disturbed by the terrier that was running wild in the rough grass.  
 Walking over the Scar House dam it was interesting to watch the 
House Martins rebuilding their nests on the central tower their temporary 
homes blending in well with the old stonework. It was along the wall that we had views of what was for some of us 
the first Spotted Flycatcher; this along with the Cuckoo calling on the fell side usually means summer has arrived at 
last.  
 We spent some time watching and photographing a Green Hairstreak butterfly here before walking along the 
track on the far side to find more Meadow Pipits and Wheatears before we returned to the car park to look once 
again for the Ouzels but still no luck so some of us settled for home made cakes from the recently opened weekend 
café in the old workers buildings, great way to finish of an enjoyable mornings birding.           Pete Seaman 

Saturday 25th May   Scar House Reservoir  

 An eager group of 16 club members met up on the village green at Ramsgill for an 
evening’s birding walk onto Alongside Moor above Bouthwaite also known among some 
club members as Angus’s Moor. After calling into the old cottage to view the local birdlife 
in the fields behind and view the Oystercatchers nesting on the walls of ruined barn and 
Siskin in the front garden. It was then off at a gentle (very gentle for some) bird walking 
pace up the lane to the moor ticking off the species we either could see or recognise by 
their call no doubt missing some while we were all catching up on the local birding gossip.  
 One of the most evocative sounds of our local moors is the haunting bubbling call of the Curlews as they patrol 
their breeding territories on the moor edge and we had this in plenty. As we got nearer the heather moors the Red 
Grouse males seemed to be having their regular spats over territory and females with their easily recognisable “go 

back go back “ calls while we could hear the distant calls of a couple of  Golden Plover and a 
Common Redshank flying through.  
 At the top of the moor we got sightings of Meadow Pipits and the odd Wheatear and we 
stopped for some time at the convenient stone Angus uses for his regular perch taking in the 
fantastic view over the reservoir and across to Sypeland Crags and absorbing the atmosphere, 
maybe we should bottle it. It was an even slower walk on the steep descent back to 
Bouthwaite and those who were lagging behind further than most got views of 2 Woodcock 
“Roding” over their territory probably birds from nearby Hulks Gill woods. While some 
members dashed off home at the end of the walk having enjoyed around 30 species, a 
hardcore group stayed a while to put the world to rights and help reduce the local wine lake in 
the kitchen. Thanks for a wonderful outing Angus and for talking the weather gods into giving 
us the chance to walk without the thick coats we have grown used to recently.      
                                                                                                                      Pete Seaman                                                                                 

CLUB EVENTS 
Reports by members on past outings 
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 An evening’s birding at  Brimham Rocks organised by Ann Crouch. 
On a dry pleasant evening we gathered in the Car Park at 6.30pm  The 
protagonists were Ann and Eddy Crouch,  Tony and Alwin Knowles, Sandy 
Marcussen and Duncan Glover,  Audrey Summersgill, Sue Harrison and 
myself, Franky Catliff. 
 I hadn’t realised that this was rather a special gathering, celebrating five 

years of Nidderdale Birdwatchers!  Ann, 
Eddy and Sue provided a delicious picnic 
which we much enjoyed sitting on a large 
rock in the Car Park and toasting the event 

in elderflower wine.   
 Ann then led us through the woodland below the rocks.  We 
checked on about a dozen nesting boxes, put up by the 
National Trust I think, and found a Spotted Flycatcher and a Blue 
Tit—nothing to be seen in the others on this occasion.   
 Birds s ighted:  
Jackdaws (too many!!)  
Gulls flying over—
probably Black Headed,  
Blackbirds, Wren, Willow 
Warbler, A Jay, flying over, a Crow, Cuckoos—probably two, both 
heard, one seen, Robin, Wood Pigeon, Rooks and a Pied Wagtail.  
A lot of birdsong and a possible sighting of a Wood Warbler.  A very 
pleasant and convivial gathering, much enjoyed by us all. 
                                                                                    Franky Catliff  

Friday 14th June  Farnham 

 We had a good morning at Farnham 
Reserve, an old gravel pit. The reserve is vying for 
its existence against the yachting and fishing 
fraternity, who all wanted a piece of the action. We 
were met at the gates by June Atkinson, the gates 
were unlocked, we were instructed to drive in, and 
the gates were locked behind us, this all added to 
the excitement!  June was an excellent guide and 
font of information. 
 In attendance were five Nidderdale birders, 
and the weather was good. From the bird hide we 
could observe a variety of birds including Common 
Tern, Cormorant and Black-headed Gulls (which 
were tormenting the Terns)- they had moored a 
boat for the Terns to nest on, but the gulls were 
taking it over! There were also Greylag Geese, 
Goldeneye and Tufted Duck, but it was what wasn't there that was cause for consternation, as there was a Sand 
Martin wall which was completely empty- the reason for this was a mystery. Also missing were Little Grebe, and there 
were not as many geese as were expected.  
 We were however led on a walk around the lake by June, and managed to see some interesting wildlife 
including a striking Cinnabar Moth and a Large Red, 
which was hovering amongst a number of Damsel Fly- something I'd never heard of before but when pointed out was 
fantastic. There were also Great Crested Newts in this particular pond but we failed to spot any but we saw and 
heard some woodland birds including Garden Warbler, Blackcap and a female Bullfinch. There were plenty of wild 
flowers, and if anyone struggled to identify anything June would step in to inform us. The reserve was a huge labour 
of love and June gave us the impression that they were fighting a losing battle against invading plants, encroaching 
trees and gulls attacking other birds' nests. June did kindly say that if anyone from Nidd Birds were interested in 
visiting the reserve they could contact her at any time to gain access.                                               Rob Lees 

Monday 17th June    Brimham Rocks  
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Saturday and Sunday 29th & 30th June   The Farne Islands 

Friday 12th July  Grass Woods  

 Twelve of us set off from Threshfield, Grassington, Pateley Bridge and Ripon on Sat. 29th June. It was a 
glorious morning and we had high hopes of the sea crossing going ahead on Sunday morning after the 
disappointment last year. 
 On the way to Seahouses we called at Saltholme RSPB reserve and Hauxley Reserve. We saw a good variety 
of birds at Saltholme, including Yellow Wagtail. At Hauxley we saw many geese, Oyster Catchers and good numbers 
of newly-fledged youngsters. 
 We stayed at the Beachcomber Hotel in Seahouses on Saturday night and were provided with a delicious 
evening meal and packed lunches. All the accommodation had been booked by Ann Crouch and many thanks go to 
her for sorting it all, not without its problems. 
 The sea crossing was good and we saw , as expected, Guillemot, Razorbills, Shags, Gannets, Terns 
(Common and Sandwich) and seals with pups. 
 Our journey home was good and the traffic moved well, considering the amount of people travelling about in 
the beautiful weather. 
                                                                                                                                                        Pauline Robertshaw 

 Seven members attended the walk to Grass Woods. It was decided to enter Grass 
Woods from the village side, via Bank Lane and the side of Lea Green, to give a slightly 
different perspective on the Woods. Walking up the lane and onto Lea Green, you get the 
moorland birds, before entering Bastow Woods via the open glens, and ancient woodland 
adjacent to Grass Woods. There were a lot of butterflies and day fly moths and 
dragonflies on the open grasslands, with families of Meadow Pipits and Wheatears and 
Skylark. and the odd Swallow, Martins and Swifts. Amongst the old open woodland we 
heard and saw green and Great Spotted Woodpecker. Grass Woods itself was relatively 
quiet.  It is a more enclosed wood with lovely stands of big beech, and most of the 
coniferous stands being cleared, to give some clearings between the different parts of the 
wood. The wood itself is established along three terraces of limestone escarpments, so 
there are many varieties of flowers amongst the limestone clints.  As we walked 
through the wood we heard  Blackcap, Chiff Chaff,and the odd Tit, Chaffinch, Blackbird 
and Tree Creeper. Two Buzzards made themselves heard overhead. There are one or 
two lovely openings as you make your way down, giving views right down to the river 
Wharfe below. 

 When we got to the road at the bottom of the woods, some of us had to get back to the village, leaving a 
couple to go back along the riverside path to Grassington.                                                                           Becky Huff 
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And sadly—on the same subject, from Jill Warwick: 
 
 In case any NB members haven’t seen it (doesn’t make for pleasant viewing – be warned), a 
keeper in Cumbria was recently convicted of deliberately killing Buzzards caught in a (legal) crow 
trap.  Of course, he should have released the Buzzards immediately but instead, clubbed them to 
death and it was filmed on covert RSPB cameras. 
  Copy and paste the link to see: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ULBW0H2uqZ8&feature=youtu.be 
He received a suspended sentence, because of his apparent “ill health” (aged 64) – he appears to 
be pretty fit in the video footage!!  What a farcical sentence. 
  Proof, if proof is needed, of what is happening to our fabulous birds of prey in Yorkshire and 
beyond.  We must remain vigilant!! 
                                                                                                                                          Jill Warwick  

Action for Raptors 
 

Members of your Committee met Julian Smith MP on 10
th
 May. We 

presented a briefing paper which summarised the present plight of raptors, 
particularly in this area. We also had action points we wanted taken forward 
to the Minister for Natural England, Richard Benyon, MP. 
 
1.  The penalty of ‘vicarious liability’ to be applied in England (making 
landowners and their         managers responsible for the activities of 
their staff.) 
2.  A system of licensing for grouse shoots. Shoots breaking the laws 
relating to birds of prey would lose  their shooting licence and the very considerable amounts of money to 
be made. 
3.  More resources for Wildlife Crime Officers. 
 
Recently Julian Smith forwarded a response from Richard Benyon. In summary: 
 
1.  No further legislation on penalties currently. 
2.  Monitoring of vicarious liability which has been introduced in Scotland in 2011. No convictions so far. 
3. No mention of further resources for Wildlife Crime Officers. 
 
So far, so predictable! We have had no response at all from our Commissioner for Crime, Julia Mulligan.  
Angus has had a response from the CEO of the RSPB.  
 
If any member wants the full copy of our 2 page briefing paper and/or the Minister’s response, please let me 
know. Any individual follow up to MPs or to Richard Benyon would be good.  Our raptors need our best efforts. 
Thanks to Pete Seaman and Paul Irving for advice and information.                                                                          

               Ros Wade 

Monday 15th July  Dallowgill 

 On an almost perfect summer evening 16 members met at Harper Hill on the edge of Dallowgill Moor for a 
“walk and talk” evening about the working and management of a heather moorland. Our leader and guide for the 
evening was Marian Wilby the farm conservation advisor for the Nidderdale A.O.N.B. After a short introduction we 
walked along the access track where Marian explained the reasons behind the fencing off of certain areas to check 
the regeneration of areas after heavy grazing compared to the open moor. It was interesting to learn about the 
different vegetation across the moor and its affect on the wildlife. Marian explained the reasons for burning heather in 
rotation to provide cover and food for the Red Grouse and of course other resident birds also benefit from this. 
 It was interesting to learn of the day to day organisation of the shoot and the great number of man hours that 
go into keeping the moorland the way we all like to see it. The day of the shoot has to be organised like a military 
operation right down to the disposal of the birds to the game dealer. 
Although the birds seen were not numerous most members got good views of a Golden Plover with chick as well as 
Meadow Pipit, Oystercatcher and Curlew flying over the moor.  Towards the end of our evening walk the breeze 
dropped and the dreaded midges came out in force so our return to the cars was a little faster than the outward 
journey but that did not stop us standing around discussing what we had learnt during our walk. I am sure even the 
regular moorland walkers among us took away new information about the work that goes into preserving the heather 
moors that form a big part of our local area and many thanks to Marian for taking the time to explain it all to us.                 
                       Chris Seaman 
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Three peaks walk on 3
rd
 June 2013 

 The idea was to raise money for the 
Sand Martin wall project, indicating to 
supporters and to potential funders that we are 
serious about the scheme and willing to go to 
a lot of effort to achieve it. As part of this, a 25 
mile walk in fairly demanding countryside seemed a good way of 
proving the point. 
 Sally and Clive and Colin, all unasked, volunteered to walk it with 
me but at a late date Colin was unable to join us and Sarah Kettlewell 
from the AONB office volunteered, again unasked. We did make an 
offer to various other people to join us but common sense prevailed, 
they said no, but they wished us well and sponsored us. 
 So on 3

rd
 June we set off from Horton at 7.40am We had no plans 

to beat records or complete the round trip in a particular time but 
thought somewhere around 12 hours was about right. The sky was completely clear but there was the promise of 
white cloud later and a possibility of showers in the afternoon but luckily they didn’t materialise. The walk up to the 
top of Pen-y-Ghent was not too much of a challenge, and Sarah found a male ring ouzel for us to admire. It came 
within 15 yards, not a bit worried about us, and Clive took photos. From the top of the hill we had some excellent 
views of the countryside around. 
 There’s a long section of downhill to get to the road at Ribblehead Viaduct and we took the traditional route 
through the bogs without serious mishap, to meet Alwin who was 
acting as backup. She had prepared sandwiches, cakes, fruit salad 
and various drinks to sustain us, so good that some of the walkers 
decided then and there that they would do the walk again next 
year, but miss out the walking bits. The viaduct always looks 
impressive but no trains were offering photo shoot possibilities so 
we trekked on, past the signal box on Blea Moor and up the long 
climb to Whernside summit where we could look across to 
Morecambe Bay. We were lucky to find that on this Monday there 
were not many other walkers around but on all three hills we found 
someone who could take a photo of us at the trig points, proof that 
all four of us had actually made it. Whernside is a whale of a hill 
making demands of walkers on both the uphill and downhill 
stretches. National Parks wardens have done a brilliant job of 
reducing erosion on all three hills by putting in flagstones and steps 
in some places, and there were two workers repairing the downhill stretch as we passed. 
 The second back up stop is between Whernside and Ingleborough and again the catering chef came in for 
more praise and thanks. 
 Ingleborough is the most demanding of all the up hill sections and by now, although the spirit was still willing, 
the flesh was definitely weakening and of course in June no thoughts of dotterel at the top to goad us on. It was a 
struggle for some of us although Sarah seemed quite energetic still. It was pointed out that she’s a good 30 years 
younger than two of us, an extenuating circumstance that gave some comfort. But at the top we were all happy and 
smiling knowing that nearly all the rest of the walk is down hill and we got back to Horton in 11hours 20 minutes. 
 Highlights and disappointments of the day? The Ring Ouzel of course was the highlight. We were 
disappointed by the lack of other birds. Only one Lapwing all day, several Curlews, no Wheatears or Raptors, quite 
a few Meadow pPipits. But the whole route offers fantastic views of the scenery as you walk in a large circle around 
Ribblehead Viaduct and on a beautiful day it’s a walk that’s rewarding visually as well as giving a great sense of 
achievement. And of course, thanks to your generosity and that of other supporters, particularly the NCVs, we’re off 

to an excellent start to the fund raising. 
 Follow up comments:  
Clive: “Hope you're feeling moderately ok today, we are, in a careful kind of 
way!”    
Sally reports that she spent all the following day in the garden, planting and 
tidying. What a woman! 
Sarah:  “Rather reluctantly sitting at my desk and looking outside at the 
sunshine wishing I was back up on the roof of YorkshirePP (although I am 
not sure my legs would quite agree with me)”.   
Would I do it again? Might do it next year for my 75

th
 birthday. Or maybe 

not, I don’t know.                                                                Tony Knowles 
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Bioblitz Day at Brimham Rocks 
Saturday 6th July 

 

What a beautiful day for this celebration of nature.  From 

bats to birds and plants to pondlife, people were 

encouraged to discover exactly what wildlife lives at 

Brimham Rocks.  There was a packed programme of self

-guided and guided activities where the public could get 

their hands on searching for local wildlife and to contribute to a genuine scientific 

survey.  A team of scientists, students and naturalists was on hand to help identify and record wildlife sightings all of 

which added to the final species tally for the site.   

 Nidderdale Birdwatchers 

had a stand (fortunately, 

considering the heat, under a 

gazebo) and Sheila led  

woodland walks in the morning 

and Adrian led a moorland walk 

at 2pm. 
 An in terest ing  and 
enjoyable day which we were 
very pleased to be involved in, 
and many thanks to everyone 
who put in time and supported 
us.  

Sheila’s WEA Birdwatching course 
 

 Birdwatching for Everyone  
Thursday 26th September 9.30am for 6 meetings. 

 
Enquiries: Ros Wade 01423 712132 rwade@wea.org.uk 

We Want YOUR views 

 
Our excellent team of Activity Organisers, as you can see from the Events Programme, map out our trips and 
social events for the coming year.  They are starting to think about 2014 and really want your input. 
Where do you like to go?  What are your favourite venues?  Have you discovered a new birding site which you 
would like to share with the Club?  Have you got ideas or preferences for the winter social evenings? 
It doesn’t matter if we have been to a venue recently.  If it’s popular, we are happy to go every year.  Or, is there 
a site we went to a few years ago which you enjoyed, but hasn’t figured in the programme recently. 
Please, please, let us know.  The organisers would be only to happy to take suggestions.  If you would be 
prepared to be the organiser for that trip too, that would be great, but even if you don’t want to do that, do give 
us your suggestions. 
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 Well it seems our local raptors have hit the news again, our 
committee met with our local M.P. to put foreword their (and our) views on 
the persecution of birds of prey in parts of our area. To many of us this is 
an important stance for a small local club to make and well done to those 
involved. Better news was our Chairs’ early sighting of an Osprey passing 
over the Silver Hill area in mid March, Over a period of a  few weeks this 
or another bird along with a second bird have been sighted in the area of 
Gouthwaite Reservoir on several occasions both by members and the 
general public. Rumours of breeding have not been proved but it has also 
been suggested it may be young birds prospecting for future nest sights. 
On the bird I managed to scope I could see no coloured/numbered ring in 

the legs so we have no idea where the bird originated from so we may have to watch this space. At least one bird 
was present until late June and seen fishing near the Ramsgill end of the reservoir 
 The improvement both in the weather and health has meant Chris and myself have wandered a bit further 
afield around our recording area and we have managed some short gentle strolls in spots like Timble Ings looking 
for Tree Pipits and Scar House reservoir watching the local moorland birds and studying the rebuilding of the House 
Martin nests on the tower in the middle of the dam. The Ring Ouzels seemed to settle down and at least two pair 
was reported as seen from the car park and Swallows nested over the doorway of one of the old bungalows.  
Many of our local visits have been to our local reserve at Nosterfield which, although outside our recording area, is 
popular with some members and produces some interesting birds every year. Among recent sightings have been 
the first ever record of Mediterranean Gulls to breed in the area (it is unfortunate that the resulting chicks were 
predated by the local foxes), 2 male Graney stayed around and were very nice birds to see before going into their 
scruffy eclipse plumage but one of the highlights for Chris and myself was 2 Common Crane circling the reserve in 
the late afternoon, quite unexpected as were the 2 Spotted Redshank showing up quite early in mid June as I was 
show a friend of mine round the area. Chris is often fond of saying that if you go to Nosterfield on a regular basis 
your bird list will grow quite interestingly. 
 A trip “over the hill” to the Strid Woods in Wharfedale gave us a gentle walk while trying to sort out the visiting 
warblers and flycatchers in beautiful surroundings and working up a taste for cake and coffee in the Dusty Bluebell 
café in the Strid car park. 
 Another trip out of our area was made after we heard that the Honey Buzzards had returned to their breeding 
area in the Wykeham Forest just inland of Scarbotough.We spent a very enjoyable time scoping every dot in the sky 
but did not get anything that  we were 100% sure was a Honey Buzzard. We did get good views of other raptors like 
Common Buzzard,Sparrowhawk and reasonable views of Goshawk and had some interesting i.d. discussions with 
the local raptor watchers.                                                                                                                          Pete Seaman 

 

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter are welcome  

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to this Newsletter, and special thanks to everyone who has 
contributed pictures.  Do keep sending in reports, Chirps, pictures and bird related articles. 

Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a voluntary organisation which exists to promote interest in and 
understanding and knowledge of birds, their environment and conservation, and in particular to promote 
the study and welfare of the birds within Nidderdale. Membership is open to all interested individuals; for 

details contact the Membership Secretary, Angus Gosman on 01423 755276 or visit our website 
www.niddbirds.org.uk 

 


