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 From the Chairman 

 

The Newsletter of Nidderdale Birdwatchers 

Issue Summer / Autumn 2014 

 
8th April. (A bit belated – I missed this one, but as it’s fascinating, I’ve put it in now.  Ed)  We’re never sure what 
we’ll find when we check a nest box in the spring for the BTO. One box which on the last visit contained a little moss 
(in a tree with a Great Spotted Woodpecker nesting on the other side) has no additional moss but now contains three 
eggs and a bat. Assuming the bat didn’t lay the eggs, what bird did, and why in a box without a nest? And for the first 
time this year we have hatchlings in one box, seven naked, blind Great Tits. 

Tony Knowles 
 
Sat 28th June New Garden Species 
This could be a first for the club, but it is a definite first for The Fold, at 
Greenhow. For three days we have had a SNIPE feeding on the lawn. 

Sheila Nash 
 
 
 
 
 
On the A59 a week ago 
between Menwith Hill and 
Harrogate there were 6 
Red Kites in the air 

together. Fantastic sight. 
 
Went to Suffolk for a few days and at Minsmere, as well as 
Marsh harriers and Hobbies, had several fly-pasts by Bitterns. 
          
                                                                   Tony Knowles 
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David Lindo, The Urban Birder, has recently suggested that we 
should have a survey to choose a national bird for the UK.  I thought 
we could have our own survey on this.  If you would like to join in 
then send your bird nominee and a brief reason for your choice, 
either personal or general to niddbirds@gmail.com.  Send a photo 
too if you like.  We will publish contributions in the next newsletter in 
November.  The first bird that comes to mind for some people is the 
robin. But then what about a kestrel or an osprey?  Should we have 
a resident bird such as the sky lark or a migrant such as the 
cuckoo?  Some countries, like New Zealand have a bird, a kiwi, 
which is highly endangered. What does this all say about our 
relationship with birdlife? Something to ponder on during the 
summer sunshine before it gives way to an equally splendid autumn, 
we hope. 

Ros Wade 

mailto:niddbirds@gmail.com
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                    EVENTS PROGRAMME 
The description of each outdoor event gives the name and contact details of the Event Organiser. 
Please let the organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. This does not mean that you cannot 

attend at the last minute but trips may be cancelled if there appears to be insufficient interest or there 
is poor weather, so we need to know in advance who plans to go. Some events demand a 

reasonable level of fitness depending on distances and terrain to be covered so if in doubt contact 
the organiser. Under 16s should be accompanied by an adult on all outdoor events. Non 
members are welcome at events.  
We would also advise that you ring the Organiser just before the event to ensure 
that it is still happening and the arrangements haven’t changed.  
 

The rendezvous point for car sharing is the car park in Pateley Bridge 
opposite Towler’s newsagent at the bottom of the High Street unless 

otherwise stated 

Monday 18th August  Evening Riverside Ramble 

 A half day visit to this wonderful Yorkshire Wildlife Trust 
wetland site with a wide variety of habitats, it provides round the 
year interest.  Common breeding birds including summer visitors 
should still be around, Common Terns have bred again this year 
and we may see Hobby and should hear Skylark.  Passage 
migrants should also be returning and we may get good views of 
waders still in their breeding plumage.  There are regular sightings 
on the reserve of Otter and Roe Deer.  Damselflies, dragonflies and 
butterflies are in evidence most days, especially sunny ones, and 
last year the Marbled White butterfly was recorded for the first time 
in almost 20 years.  Wildflowers are encouraged and we are 
guaranteed to see many species of wildflowers in the flower rich 
grassland 
including 

unusual varieties and plants which are rare locally. 
 Bob Evison, Chairman of the Committee is going to 

arrange for either himself or one of his colleagues to show us 
round. I am sure we will hear about and see the on-going work to 
improve the reserve.  Please do join us for what promises to be a 
superb half day out. 

Meet at Pateley Bridge car park opposite Towlers at 8.30 
am, or at the reserve car park for 9.15 am.  The reserve is on the 
northern outskirts of Staveley, 2.5 miles south west of 
Boroughbridge.  The car park is just out of the village on the 
Minskip road. 
  

An easy evening walk along the River Nidd hopefully as far as Glasshouses Dam and return with maybe time for a 
pint at the end. Meet at Pateley Bridge opposite Towlers newsagents at bottom of High Street 6.30 pm. 
 

Friday 8th August   Staveley 

Friday 12th September  Blacktoft and Alkborough 

 This is an all day outing to two large nature reserves south of the Humber on either side of the river Trent. 
Blacktoft is on the west with Alkborough on the east of the Trent. The RSPB have been at Blacktoft for many years 
but Alkborough is developed as a reserve to prevent flooding upstream, and this worked in Dec when the storm 
damage was reduced by the reserve. 
 Both have extensive reed beds and large pools of open water. The date is planned to coincide with migration 
with different waders, and the breeding birds such as the Bearded Tits should be there in higher numbers. 
Alkborough is known for the Spoonbills which are usually there. The drive between the reserves involves driving 
south to the nearest bridge over the Trent. 
 Bring a packed lunch. Meet at PBCP at 8.30am or 10.00 am at Blacktoft. Afternoon at Alkborough. 
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Monday (Evening) 15th September  Kamchatka 

  
 
Back to the Royal Oak for winter evening meetings at 
7.30pm.  Tonight’s talk will be by Tony Knowles on 
his recent visit to the Russian peninsular of 
Kamchatka.  ‘Birds, beasts and volcanoes’. Tony will 
illustrate the talk with his usual excellent slides. 

Monday 22nd September 

Nidderdale Show.  We will have our usual stand at the show with a new quiz, one for children, one for adults. So do 
come along an support us.  If you feel you can spare an hour or so to help man the stand, please let Ann Crouch 
know  

Saturday 27th September  Hackfall 

 Half day trip.  A walk through this beautifully managed ancient 
semi-natural landscape looking and listening for mainly woodland birds. 
Some of the paths can be muddy and slippery so bring suitable footwear. 
Meet at the Pateley Bridge bottom car park at 8.30am or 9am at the 
Hackfall car park on the Grewelthorpe to Masham road Grid ref 
SE231775. 
 

Friday 10th October   Golden Acre Park, Adel Dam and Breary Marsh 

 Half or full day’s trip.  We will walk through the park past the lake to YWT’s Adel Dam reserve noted for 
Kingfisher, Woodpeckers and water birds.  Exploring the woodland and gardens on the way back, we will reach the 
loos/café for refreshments.  There is the option to extend the day by visiting Breary Marsh reserve adjacent to the 
carpark, which is an SSSI with wet valley alder woods. 
 Meet at Pateley Bridge at 8.30am or 9.30am in the main Golden Acre Park carpark on the A660 which is well 
signposted two miles southeast of Bramhope. 
 

Monday (Evening) 20th October  Pellet Dissection at the Royal Oak 

Adrian Roberts is already collecting pellets for a repeat of last year’s fascinating 
evening, back by popular demand.  Starts at 7.30pm so arrive early to bag the best 
pellets! 

Sunday 26th October  Ripon Quarry 

 This is a half day visit to Hanson’s working quarry next door to High Batts Nature reserve, but from the other 
side of the River Ure. The manager Bob Orange will show us the site which is being developed into a nature 
reserve. 
 Meet at 9.00am at PBCP or 9.45am at the layby outside the entrance to High Batts nature reserve, on the 
right just past Lightwater Valley, on the A6108 between Ripon and West Tanfield. 
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Saturday 17th May  Strid Woods  

 Ten of us met up at Barden Bridge at 6.30am on a 
bright but cool morning. Led by Colin Slator we set off along 
the river side. We saw a Goosander with four chicks, only two 
fitting on her back as she snorkelled along the river.  They had 
tanny red heads just like Mum’s. We  found a Dipper’s nest, 
watched Grey Wagtails being seen off by a Dipper, heard a 
Cuckoo, saw several Pied Flycatchers male and female, the 
males giving their brief song. Also three Spotted Flycatchers 
prospecting nest sites. Great views of them and of singing 
Redstarts.    
 Linda found a young Tawny Owl draped over a branch 
near the top of a tree. We worried about it.  
 The outstanding moment for me, as if the rest weren’t 
enough, was a Tree Pipit singing briefly and displaying from 
trees near the Aqueduct. A brilliant morning with 50 or so 
species. Some of us finished in traditional fashion with bacon 

butties at the Strid Woods café, sitting outside in the warm sunshine. Many thanks to Colin for such a cracking walk. 
Ros Wade 

Monday 19th May (Evening)  Evening Walk from Ripley – Nidderdale Greenway 

  On a bright sunny evening five members gathered at Killinghall 
Bridge and after a fruitless (apart from some Moorhen Chicks) scan 
of the river from the bridge we proceeded along the recently opened 
Greenway in the direction of Bilton.  We were not really expecting to see 
any unusual birds but there was plenty of song and of particular note 
were the Thrushes along the route, which were living up to their name by 
serenading us from the tree tops.  Difficult to believe that only a few 
years ago the Song Thrush was almost a rare bird - now they seem to be 
everywhere.  A Dipper was showing well in the river just below the bridge 
but that was the only aquatic bird we saw.  Shortly after the start we lost 
two members who were having walking difficulties but were then joined 
by two more.  This latter pair eventually strode off in the direction of the 
Nidd Viaduct, whilst the rest of us retraced our steps towards Killinghall.  Crossing the A61 and entering a field we 
were rewarded with the sight of at least two Herons' nests containing well-grown young birds in the wood near the 
old Ripley train station.  A nice way to end a pleasant but largely uneventful evening. 

Will Rich 
 

                Picture courtesy of Matt O’Brien 

 I didn’t expect to be on Facebook after our exploratory trip to the North York Moors but so it was. With a pair 
of Hen Harriers too, swooping and diving, even a food pass. The scene of this excitement was the car park at The 
Moors National park Centre at Danby where club member Lesley Knight produced her knitted puppets of male and 
female Hen Harrier. Splendid they are too. You might meet them at various events in the coming year.  See article 
on page 8. 
 The real birds were good on the trip too starting with the warblers in Crow Wood at the centre with Buzzards 

and House Martin too. After coffee and art exhibition we drove to the summit of Danby Beacon and had splendid 

views over the moors. No Dotterel but Golden Plover was briefly heard with Curlew and Skylark with the Meadow 

Pipits. It was very cold and windy as it was at Jugger Howe on the Fylingdales Moor. The wind meant that there was 

less song heard but it is a splendid environment and we enjoyed our walk very much. The moor is managed as a 

Grouse Moor by the Hawk and Owl Trust for wildlife, including birds of prey. A very enjoyable day out by nine club 

members and we agreed we would go back to find out about this different grouse moor management. 

Sheila Nash 

Friday 9th May  Danby Beacon and Woods and Moors of North York Moors National Park  

CLUB EVENTS 
Reports from members on past outings 
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 There was still plenty of birdsong heard from the boardwalk around the wet woodlands and raised bog 
area, including Willow and Garden Warbler, Blackcap, Meadow (or Tree) Pipit, Spotted Flycatcher, Reed Bunting, 
Chaffinch and Song Thrush.  Special plants provided extra interest:  northern marsh orchid, globeflower, marsh 
lousewort, cranberry, wintergreen and melancholy thistle among them.  In the woods around the tarn, two pairs of 
Redstart raising young in nestboxes gave good views, as did a tiny woodmouse.  Flocks of Canada Geese and 
Greylag dominated the tarn itself.  A scan around Malham water failed to reveal any Yellow Wagtails, so we went 
down to the foot of the cove.  Four young Peregrines had fledged, and we watched four members of the family on 
the ledges high above us, including one adult, as well as more Redstart, Spotted Flycatcher, Wheatear, Goldfinch 
and Swallows. 

Lesley Knight 

  

Sunday 22nd June   Flamborough Head 

Friday June 13th Malham Tarn and Cove 

  

 Eight members met up below the lighthouse on the cliff tops of Flamborough Head in glorious sunshine. Our 
leader for the morning was Richard Baines. Richard, as well as being a partner in a company doing wildlife tours 
and holidays locally, is the volunteer conservation officer for the Flamborough Bird Observatory so was a fitting 
person to give us a guided walk around part of his local patch. He had already seen one rarity that morning, a Black 
Kite flying up the coast from North Landing but it was only a distant dot for him and anyway we were not switched on 
into our “twitching” mode. 
After giving the group a  breakdown of the work done by the observatory group Richard led us down the steps to the 
aptly named Bay Brambles, which as well as a good breeding area for Common Whitethroats, is one of the first 
landfalls for tired migrants that have just crossed the North Sea . As we climbed back up towards the golf course we 
found the rarest bird of the day, a Nuthatch !! Richard was quite excited and assured us that this was rarer than the 
Black Kite in the Observatory recording area however to Nidderdale members it was just another nice bird we see in 
our gardens or on our patch. 
 Now back on the cliff tops above Selwicks Bay we could see the rafts of Auks on the sea and great numbers 
on the cliff face nesting sites. It was here that Richard explained the different areas that birds preferred for their 
nests. Here we had Guillemot, Razorbill, Puffin, Kittiwake,  Fulmar, Cormorant and Shag all clinging precariously to 
their favoured bit of chalky cliff. The long lines of Gannets that we saw passing below the cliff were more likely from 
the Gannetry just up the coast at R.S.P.B. Bempton. We also noticed large numbers of Swallows and House Martins  
feeding over the golf course and we learned that few, if any, of the House Martins nested in the village but used the 
cliffs instead, so the colony may have been in existence long before the village. 
 Before leaving the clifftop path to visit the hide and man made wetland of Northcliff Marsh we set the scopes 
up to watch a Peregrine resting on the cliff edge probably digesting the last feral Pigeon he had caught over the 
cliffs. The wetland at Northcliff was created by the conservation group and while it was quiet on our visit, it is a 
popular area at migration time. It is one of the few bits of freshwater in the area and so it is attractive to birds after a 
long sea crossing. 
 As we returned back along the cliff top we spent quite a lot of time trying to i.d. the orchids along the side of 
the path which seemed to have had a good year. 
 After saying goodbye to Richard and giving our thanks for 
what was a fascinating and enlightening morning’s walk and 
collecting our copies of the observatory’s yearly wildlife report we 
had a well earned rest and a late lunch. The money that is collected 
from these walks and the sale of the reports all goes into the 
Observatory conservation fund, a very worthy cause judging by the 
work already done. 
 After our lunch we spent a short time exploring the area below 
the Fog Signal and High Stacks. We did not see any of the Skuas 
that had been reported to be passing out at sea but the young 
Herring Gulls on top of High Stacks provided some amusement. It 
had been a very enjoyable day's birding in what is considered to be 
one of the North's top birding areas made even more enjoyable by 
the input from a local expert.                                          Pete Seaman 

Panoramic photograph of Malham Tarn by Hilary Atkins. 



Page 6  

Monday 21st July (Evening)  Duck Street Quarry 

Monday 16th June (Evening)  Timble Ings 

Friday 11th July   Photography Day at Grimwith Reservoir with Veronica Caperon 

 The day started with basic 
advice from Veronica Caperon on 
how to choose, frame and 
compose photographs, and an 
introduction to some of the 
functions and controls on our 
cameras.  Fortunately it was a 
fine clear day at Grimwith 
reservoir as we walked from the 
carpark towards the thatched 
barn at the eastern end.  Along 
the way we were able to practise 
on both distant views and close-
up subjects, including orchids, 
grasses and caterpillars, with 
more tips from Veronica on 
focussing, changing depth of field, 
and finding interesting colour 
combinations, shapes and 
textures.  Birdlife was rather 
elusive, until we reached the barn 

where a pair of Ringed Plovers posed obligingly on the shore.  For flying subjects, we had to substitute some 
passing vintage aircraft.  By the time we had walked back to the dam, the sky had cleared to sun and fair weather 
cloud, which gave more scope for using light, shadow and cloudscapes.   Back in Pateley Bridge, we reviewed on 
screen some of our work, which was universally agreed to be excellent.  Everyone left having gained some useful 
knowledge and experience of photography as a creative aspect of bird and nature observation.     

Leslie Knight 

 A brilliant sunny evening with still conditions was a real bonus on our sociable walk around the tracks towards 
the moor and back again.  No nightjars.  We decided the forest floor was too mature now for them and wondered if 
Yorkshire Water could be persuaded to clear an area for them. We did get around 20 species however,  including 
roding Woodcock and singing Redpoll. I had never heard so much song even late into the evening when the same 
Song Thrush which sang as we approached the track was still singing when we came back. Twelve took part and 
some did a late evening dash to Stainburn at the end to try for Nightjar there and succeeded!  

Ros Wade 

Two factors made the evening memorable – superb weather, not usually a 
reliable feature on Greenhow, and having Colin Slator, co-owner of the quarry, 
naturalist and noted raconteur, to guide us and point out plants, birds and butterflies 

which we might otherwise have missed. 
 From the top of the quarry we could see 
Roseberry Topping to the North East (sounds like a 
particularly virulent additive to an ice cream),  York 
Minster,  and Holme Moss and Emley TV masts. 
Birds spotted included six Kestrels, one Peregrine 
and two Cuckoos; flowers – sandwort (associated 
with lead), orchids and 2 kinds of bedstraw among 
many others. It was late in the day for large numbers 
of butterflies but several species were identified. 
The thirteen NB members who attended had a very 
worthwhile evening and I think everyone left knowing 
more than when they arrived. 
So thanks to Colin and to the people who included it in our programme. 

Tony Knowles 
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Skydancer 
 
‘Skydancer’ is an RSPB project designed to promote understanding of the history, habitat and 
dire situation of Hen Harriers in northern England by providing talks and demonstrations to 
schoolchildren, students (including trainee gamekeepers) and community groups.  The project 
leader, Blanaid Denman, produced glove puppets like these at a meeting of Durham Wildlife 
Trust’s photography group at Low Barnes nature reserve which I attended a few months ago, and 
I was inspired to make some for Nidderdale Birdwatchers.  Betty (as in Bowland, RIP) and Frank 
were handed over to Ros and Sheila at Danby recently and they quickly got the idea.  Contact 
Ros if you would like to use them for educational or demonstration purposes, or to add a new di-
mension to your Punch and Judy routine at parties.    For more details of the Skydancer project, 
or to knit your own, go to the project website at www.rspb.org.uk/skydancer/getinvolved/. 

Lesley Knight 

Bird Walk with Knaresborough Rainbows 

  A couple of weeks ago I took the Knaresborough Rainbows 
Pack (ages four to seven) on a bird walk around the grounds of  St 
John’s Church, Knaresborough.  I had made them booklets with 
pictures of common garden birds which we discussed before we 
went and I was very impressed that one small girl was able to identify a Bullfinch.  On the walk 

we found  a dead Jackdaw and after various sounds of ‘yuck’ we were able 
to have a close look and see the grey ‘headscarf ‘ which is such a good 
distinguishing mark.  We saw a number of the usual suspects—Song 
Thrush, Robin, Blackbird, Starling and Great Tits and the girls were good 
at naming the birds.  The weather, as it has been this year, was lovely and 
I think we all enjoyed the outing.  It is never too young to start bird 
watching. 

Sue Hickson 
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BTO Peregrine Survey 
 The British Trust for Ornithology is 
carrying out their 6th national survey of 
breeding Peregrines in 2014.  
 The Nidderdale Bird Watching Club 
took part by covering one of the randomly 
selected squares. These squares are 5km 
by 5km and ours was square SE26 which 
has Brimham Rocks in the north and the 
river Nidd in the south. We were asked to 
watch any potential breeding sites for the 
presence of Peregrines and any other 
birds of prey.  
 Previous surveys had relied on local 
knowledge of nest sites, but this year the 5km squares will cover 20% of the country and should 
produce a population estimate which is precise.  
 We knew of no peregrines nesting in our square so decided the best place to watch would 
be the Brimham Rocks area. A group of seven NB members met at the rocks, split into 2 groups 
to watch different areas and watched for about three hours. This would give us chance to see 
any Peregrines here. As a schedule one species, Peregrines are not to be approached or 
disturbed in any way so if we had found a possible nesting area we would have had to watch 
from a distance. In our two visits no Peregrines were seen.  
 We enjoyed our visits very much and of course were able to watch many other bird 
species, including four other birds of prey, Kestrel, Buzzard, Red Kite and Sparrowhawk. The 
greatest excitement came from the presence of Cuckoos. We had heard a male singing over Old 
Spring Wood, but on the second visit on the 8th May there was more action and three Cuckoos 
flew over our heads. We think they were one female being chased by two males.  
 The visits were very interesting, sociable, and gave new insights into how Brimham is 
developing under the management of the National Trust who have the difficult task of not 
allowing new woodland to overwhelm all the heather moor. The result of their management is a 
beautiful mix of habitats for birds, including the Cuckoo. 
 One of the interesting developments is the presence of many deer and we saw a group one 
morning which puzzled us, but we decided they were a cross between red deer and sitka deer. 

 The BTO do many other surveys including Woodcock which Audrey has been doing for 

years. So if you would like to be involved there is plenty of opportunity out there. 

Sheila Nash 

WEA Bird Watching Course 
 
Bird Watching for Everyone: Birds in their Water Habitats.  We will study marine and 

freshwater habitats of Britain with reference to the particular bird species which use them, to 
help you know where to find our special birds. Starts Thursday 25 th September 2014,  
9.30am at Pateley Council Chamber, King Street, Pateley Bridge HG3 5LE for 6 meetings; 3 
indoors and 3 outdoors. Fee: £57.00 or FREE to those on certain benefits.  Further 
information from Sheila Nash 01423 711176 or from Ros Wade WEA Nidderdale Secretary 
01423 712132 rwade@wea.org.uk.  You can enrol online for the first time this year: 
www.wea.org.uk/yh or join at the first meeting as usual. 

mailto:rwade@wea.org.uk
http://www.wea.org.uk/yh
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The aim: to see as many species as possible in upper 
Nidderdale in a day in spring. 
   
 The AONB is a brilliant place to bird watch and we wanted to see how many species we 
could find. 
 Two teams went to different areas and we counted 71 species in about 10 hours between 
us. See sketch map to see where we went. We saw six warbler species, seven species of 
wader. We selected the sites either to maximise our species or to find a particular one. 
 In the team following the Nidd were Ros Wade, Sheila Nash, Becky Huff and Margaret 
Hemsworth. The team in the Dallowgill area were Pete and Chris Seaman. We had a 
marvellous day out with good weather in a very beautiful place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Highlights 
 ~ Early morning at the tunnel on the Scar road, the song was wonderful and so        
    were the warblers and Pied flycatcher 
 ~ Ring Ouzels feeding in the meadow near Scar car park 
 ~ Sedge Warbler and juvenile Shelduck at Bouthwaite 
 ~ The gorgeous bluebells in Fishponds wood after finding the Wood Warbler 
  
 Apart from wanting a wonderful day out to see birds we had thought about doing this 
again next year and putting it on the club calendar. It would be a way of showing the value of 
the Dale as a bird watching site to the club members and to others including potential 
members. There were several species we did not see and so more coverage would be good 
with more teams. Anyone interested in taking part could talk to me or anyone on the committee. 
We will begin putting the calendar together soon so let us know. 

Sheila Nash 

10 Hour Bird Watch through Nidderdale 
Sunday 11th May 
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Thanks to everyone who has contributed to the Newsletter.  Please keep things 
coming.  Thanks particularly for the pictures which make the issues so attractive 
and readable.   

Sue 

Project News 

Wildlife Hide 
 We met with Yorkshire Water and the AONB in May. Yorkshire Water own the land on 
which we are suggesting that a hide is put.  They do not want to own a building on it but are 
very supportive of setting up a lease with a recognised organisation which will agree to man-
age the building.  We are therefore working with the AONB to meet with organisations which 
would possibly agree to enter into a management contract with Yorkshire Water.  The Wildlife 
Hide is pencilled in for the third year of the Landscape Partnership Project i.e. from June 2016-
June 2017.   
 

Sand Martin Wall 

 Construction bids are currently being assessed.  We are hopeful that building can take 

place this autumn. 

Red-necked Phalarope 
 
 Hilary Atkins and I were lucky enough 
to be at North Cave Wetlands on May 18th, 
the day when a Red-necked Phalarope 
created a first for the reserve, and for us.  
 This picture is not of that one, but one 
of many I took in Iceland in June, where they 
were seen everywhere, not only whizzing 
comically about on water, but also catching 
flies in the wet grass.   

Lesley Knight 

2015 Events Calendar 
 
 The events group will soon be starting to compile next year's 
programme so we are looking for ideas for future events. We would 
welcome any suggestions for venues either local or further afield. 
 If you would like to lead an event on your local patch or in an 
area you know well please let us know. 

Chris Seaman 
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The Committee for 2014/2015 is 
Ros Wade – Chairman  

Sue Hickson – Secretary   

Barry Slaymaker—Treasurer  
Adrian Roberts    Chris Seaman    

Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a voluntary organisation which exists to promote interest in and 
understanding and knowledge of birds, their environment and conservation, and in particular to promote the study 
and welfare of the birds within Nidderdale. Membership is open to all interested individuals; for details contact the 

Membership Secretary, Angus Gosman on 01423 755276 or visit our website www.niddbirds.org.uk 
 

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter  are welcome and  should be sent to 
Sue Hickson,  

Number Three 2014 
           All our spring and summer visitors seemed 
to arrive safely once again and started our usual 
discussion “are they late or early this year ?” 
Delving through past birding diaries showed that 
while most migrants arrived within a few days of 
the expected dates, members of the Hirundine 
family did seem to be a little late. Our local Sand 
Martins on the River Ure were about ten days later 
than their usual date and the numbers were down 
by about half and the regular House Martin colony 
on the central tower on the dam at Scar House 
Reservoir seemed to arrive late but the numbers of active nests were around the usual.  Not sure if they could fit any 
more on the sheltered side of the tower. Staying up at the top of our area there were reports of up to seven Ring 
Ouzels around the Scar House area with at least three pairs in the rocky area viewable from the car park which 
made scoping easy for those of us who seem allergic to lugging scope and tripod over the hills. 

 It was here we had what was probably my best viewing of a Cuckoo in all my fifty plus years of birding. The 
bird was both seen and heard for over fifteen minutes in the plantation below the dam at Scar before moving off 
towards the moors near Woo Gill. During all this time it was constantly harried by Chaffinches and as the other birds 
were ignoring the interloper I wonder if the Cuckoo uses the Chaffinch as the host bird in this area, maybe a study for 
someone to look into. 

We do not seem to have the same number of Osprey sightings this year compared to the excitement of last 
year’s reports. There were reports of at least one bird in the Washburn Valley and Nosterfield and we even had two 
birds over home in Ripon but only one report of two birds over Gouthwaite and nothing seemed to be staying around 
for long. Two birds just outside our recording area at Nosterfield that caused a bit of a stir among the twitcher 
fraternity were a Broad Billed Sandpiper and Spoonbill. Afraid we missed the Sandpiper but the Spoonbill was a first 
in the U.K. for Chris and myself.  Still a little bit of twitcher left in me I'm afraid. 

A few visits to local moorlands have been quite fruitful and we do seem to have had a good number of 
Cuckoos in the area again this year it will be interesting to map their distribution. We have had at least two Merlin on 
the moors and in many places Lapwings have been seen with chicks as have Oystercatchers and Curlew. On a late 
afternoon walk over Dallowgill Moor we spent a lot of time watching family groups of Meadow Pipits feeding young 
and saw good numbers of Snipe, Curlew and Oystercatchers but very few Red Grouse,hopefully they were still sat 
tight on their nests. 

A number of us spent a couple of late evenings defying the midges at both Timble Ings and Stainburn Forest 
looking for Woodcock, Long Eared Owls and Nightjar. We did not see any Owls at either site but had great views of 
“roding” Woodcock at Timble and maybe lesser views of the same species at Stainburn and while we did not see 
Nightjar at either site I think everyone got to hear the Nightjars “churring” at the Stainburn site so it was well worth 
facing up to the fly life. 

On a return daylight visit to Stainburn a few days later we had a marvellous sighting of fifteen Red Kites and 
at least three Common Buzzards following the silage cutters most likely looking for a quick meal of some poor 
mammal  that had got caught up in the cutters. Probably the best Kite sighting we have had away from the original 
Red Kites release area at Harewood Park. 
So it has been an interesting Summer once again in and around this varied area that we record in and not long after 
this is in print we will be starting to log our incoming autumn visitors and departing summer breeders. 

 Pete Seaman 


