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 From the Chairman 

Since I wrote in January about the 
promise of the Wildlife Centre at 
Gouthwaite, we have had the rug 
pulled out  from beneath our feet or the 
plug pulled (whichever analogy you 
prefer), and, despite years of effort, the 
whole project has been scuppered 
(possibly another analogy?). Once 
more I must thanks Ros and the team 

for all their 
hard work on this project and to all of you who 
supported and campaigned on its behalf. 
However, Iôd like to dwell on the future potential 
now and see what can be salvaged from the 
ashes (fourth analogy). We hope to organise a 
get together/party for all those who are still 
enthused with the idea of celebrating and 
sharing the wildlife of the dale. We still hope 
that we will be able to improve facilities for 
Bird Watching in the dale so, as I said at the 
AGM -watch this space! 

Sue Harrison 
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9th April  
A couple of firsts for this year. 
 Yesterday Ros Evans and I went to Eavestone area to look for Redshank as part of the UNLP Wild Watch initiative. 
Alwin and I surveyed the area for waders for the AONB some years ago and numbers of waders appear to have held up 
reasonably well since then. But first we parked near Sawley Wood where we heard Willow warbler for the first time this 
year, as well as Chiffchaff. In the fields we were surveying we saw 19 Lapwing, 2 Snipe, 7 Curlew and 3 Oystercatcher but 
Redshank numbers donôt look good and we were into our 19th field before we found the only two. We may be luckier on 
our future visits. The big surprise came at the end of the survey when we found a flock of well over 200 winter thrushes, 
170+ Fieldfare and 30+ Redwing, gaining their summer plumage.  Tony Knowles 
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3rd March 
Itôs obviously a bad time for birds but 
certainly brings them to the feeders. Weôve 
had two song thrushes, one picking up 
seed spilled by a great spotted 
woodpecker from the feeder above it, and 
a red kite cruising above them looking for 
anything it could take.  Plus of course the 

usual tits and finches and a greater number than usual of blackbirds. As well as 
starlings and jackdaws coming for ground food an occasional rook is joining them. 

This snipe was found in the snow by Clive near his and Sallyôs house at 
Fewston. Even the fairly sheltered boggy woodland wonôt offer much chance of food so 
presumably itôs died of cold and hunger.  

22nd February 
Julie has just seen approx 12/13 Whooper swans on Lindley Reservoir 
at 5pm tonight, they may be heading updale soon.  

Adrian Roberts 
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SUMMER EVENTS PROGRAMME 
  

The description of each outdoor event gives the name and contact details of the 
Event Organiser. Please let the Organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. This 
does not mean that you cannot attend at the last minute but trips may be 
cancelled if there appears to be insufficient interest, so we need to know in 
advance who wants to go. Some events demand a reasonable level of fitness 

depending on distances and terrain to be covered so if in doubt contact the 
organiser. Under 16s should be accompanied by an adult on all outdoor 
events. Non members are welcome at events.  
We would also advise that you check the website or ring the Organiser just before the event to ensure that it is 
still happening and the arrangements havenôt changed.  
 

The rendezvous point for car sharing is Pateley Bridgeð 
Southlands car park at the bottom of the High Street unless otherwise notified. 

Friday 11th May  Littondale/Halton Gill Safari 

Littondale Safari  The River Skirfare, We plan to meander up this beautiful side valley of Wharfedale, using cars to 
stop and start in various places as we travel up Littondale. 
First stop, Windy Bank, where the Skirfare joins the Wharfe, scanning the river and surrounds. Next stop, the trout 
farm alongside the roadside, Yellow Wagtails have been seen here in the past. Next Blue Scar, a sheer limestone 
cliff face, bring scopes, to search for Peregrines and Ring Ouzels on the cliff side. Into Arncliffe, a little wood along-
side the village church and the river bridge. Through Litton, and up to Halton Gill Bridge. An optional gentle walk 
alongside the river to Halton Gill. 
A pleasant leisurely morning finishing at a cafe. 
Meeting at Pateley Bridge car park 8.30am 
 

Sunday 20th May  BIG BIRD WATCH in the AONB 

 
 On Sunday the 20th May 2018 we are doing this yearôs big bird 
watch in Nidderdale and the AONB.  The object of the day is to see 
how many birds we can record as a club in our area.  We hope to 
increase on last yearôs record of 97 different species. 
 We did get two new species last year Black grouse and Yellow-
hammer. 
You can cover a small area like your garden, go for a walk or drive 
round a larger area, on your own or as group.  Your list can be made 
at any time on the 20th, if you have an hour to spare or want to be out 
all day, it is up to you, all sightings are important.  We all have our 
favourite spots to visit and adding them all together provides a great 
record of the area 
 Adrian will be in Teacups caf® Pateley Bridge at 1pm if you 
want to meet up and compare notes. 
You can submit your results in any form to Adrian who will then com-
pile the results for later publication. 
If you would like to take part please speak to Adrian Roberts who will 

coordinate a plan nearer to the time. 
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 We will start from the 
minor road going from 
Kettlewell in Wharfedale, to 
Coverdale, after driving up 
the famous Park Rash 
bends .This evening walk to 
the summit of Great 
Whernside will take approx. 
an hour and a half from the 
cars to the summit and then 
we will explore the hill top 
including dropping down a 
little on the Nidderdale side 

of the hill.  
 We are looking for Golden Plover and Dunlin which are often in association with them. The Dunlin, if any, will 
be in very small numbers. This area has been extensively worked on by the Peatlands Project and I do not know 
how this will have affected the birds.  
 This is a mountain walk. It will be steep and muddy in places though the actual summit is level. It needs good 
weather so please accept that it may be cancelled if we have bad weather. You need good boots and water proofs 
and some food and drink. Meet at Pateley Bridge car park at 5.45 pm or at Grid Ref 758986 at 6.30 pm, marked on 
the map by a cattle grid where the minor road reaches the high point where Tor Dyke crosses the road. We will be 
fairly late back. 

  

Monday 21st May  Park Rash and Great Whernside 

Friday 8th June   Fairburn Ings 

 Formed from the spoil heaps of the former coal 
mining industry, Fairburn Ings has been transformed  
into a large reserve with a good mixture of habitats, 
supporting a wide variety of woodland and wetland birds 
as well as water fowl.  Recent highlights include Bittern, 
Green Woodpecker and Whitethroat.  A full day visit is 
planned, with the option to finish earlier if desired - bring 
a packed lunch if you plan to come for the longer trip.  
We may do a fair amount of walking in order to cover all 
the habitats, however the going is generally easy with 

good paths. 
 There is a visitor centre selling 
hot drinks and a wide range of RSPB 
products including books and birdcare 
products. The visitor centre (which has 
public toilets) and some of the trails are 
accessible to people with reduced 
mobility. More information is available 
on the RSPB website. 
 Meet at Pateley at 9 a.m. or at 
Fairburn Ings visitor centre at 10 a.m. (grid 
ref SE451277 postcode WF10 2BH).  


