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From the Chairman... 
We’ve just had the warmest April on record with very low rainfall and we’ve 
all enjoyed an early summer, but this isn’t welcomed by many birds. A cold 
wet spring is bad for fledglings and reduces survival chances but the 
weather we’ve had last month can also give major problems for some spe-
cies. Birds such as the thrush family which will be planning a second brood, 
and nuthatches, need mud to build their nests and there is particular con-
cern for house martins whose nests are almost entirely built of mud. The 
earth is dried out and birds needing damp ground to find food for them-
selves and their chicks can’t get at the worms which are deep in the 
ground. Young robins and blackbirds are already appearing in gardens look-
ing for food and will be finding life difficult. The dry weather has also led to 
fires in many parts of the country and ground nesting birds are losing eggs 
and nestlings.  
 
It looks as though our heat wave has now ended but if the year does live 
up to its early promise and the hot dry weather returns you might like to 
take a bit of positive action to help garden birds. You can do this by water-
ing the ground in your garden, picking a shaded spot and sprinkling early in 
the morning or in the evening which will bring worms nearer to the surface 
and allow a number of birds a better chance of survival. If you can also 
provide a patch of mud it will be valuable for nest building, and of course 

fresh water for birds for drinking and 
bathing is essential. If you can also 
provide much needed food such as mealworms you’ll help a num-
ber of garden birds and see more of them. 
 
Of course it’s not all bad news. Some species such as great tits 
are nesting up to two weeks earlier than usual so as long as their 
food sources hold up they should have a good breeding season. 
We’re already checking nests for the BTO recording scheme and 
will let you know how things go this year on our patch. In the 
meantime you might like this photo of a hungry young dipper on 
the river Nidd at Glasshouses. We saw at least two families on a 
recent short walk, plus 3 pairs of grey wagtails. 

                   Tony Knowles 
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Bird News from Nidderdale 

Birds on the Hill 

Thanks to all our members who have helped with this project to try to film and record bird nesting 
activities on Greenhow Hill near Coldstones Quarry. We thought we were beginning on a high with 
evidence of peregrine nesting but unfortunately this was abandoned. Several members have been out 
looking for other nests, which is a fascinating, time-consuming and sometimes frustrating activity as 
the birds are very clever at hiding where they are at. The lapwings are well on with their breeding and 
there are already young chicks about, and we are carefully watching wheatears and meadow pipits. 
The cameras are in place but proper filming has not yet begun and we do not know what we will 
manage to film and broadcast this year—it so depends upon the birds.  
 
Sand martin wall 

Members of the committee have been looking into the possibility of providing an artificial nesting site 
for sand martins at Gouthwaite reservoir. The population of breeding martins at the site has reduced 
over the years as the banks have eroded so it would be good to help increase the number of birds by 
providing better nesting opportunities. We have been receiving advice and support from Harrogate 
and District  Naturalists’ Society, the AONB, Yorkshire Water and other interested parties. We would 
like if possible to get approval for the scheme and then raise enough funding to have a viable site in 
place by Spring next year. We will of course keep you in touch with progress. 

Contents Page 

From the Chairman 1 

Bird News from  

Nidderdale 

1 

Club events for your 

diary 

2 

Your pin-up of  

summer events 

3 

Reports on Club 

events 

4 

Club News 7 

Snippets  8 

 



Page 2  

                                      EVENTS PROGRAMMEEVENTS PROGRAMME  
 

The description of each outdoor event gives the name and contact details of the Event 
Organiser. Please let the Organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. This does not 

mean that you cannot attend at the last minute but trips may be cancelled if there ap-
pears to be insufficient interest, so we need to know in advance who wants to go. We would also 
advise that you check the website or ring the Organiser just before the event to ensure that it is 

still happening and the arrangements haven’t changed.  
 

The rendezvous point for car sharing is the car park in Pateley Bridge opposite Towler’s newsagent 
at the bottom of the High Street unless otherwise notified. 

 

Membership 
 

Annual subs of £10 per person are now due and if you haven’t yet paid could you let Angus Gosman 
have this as soon as possible. His contact details are:-  
Boggledyke Cottage, Ramsgill, Harrogate. HG3 5RL  

Adel Dam is a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve next door to Golden Acre Park. We will visit the Dam 
first where there are two hides; the woods provide good habitat and all three woodpeckers have been 
seen there. Near the main car park of Golden Acre is a small area of wetland and the park itself has a 
lake and area of woodland that attracts summer visitors. Members can bring sandwiches, or can use 
the cafe. Walking is flat, with good paths.  
Meet at 8.30 am at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous or 9.30 at the Golden Acre Park car park on the 
right on the A660 Otley to Leeds Road just after Bramham. (This is a pay and display car park but do 
not buy a ticket as we will be moving to another location). Ann Crouch is the organiser and you can 
make this either a full or half day outing.  

Friday 10th June; Adel Dam and Golden Acre Park; Leeds   

The coach trip to Bempton is fully booked but there may be some late spaces if people give back word 
so ring Ann Crouch if you are interested in going or if you want to make your own way there. 

Saturday 18th June Coach trip to Bempton cliffs 

This walk above Pateley Bridge provides a variety of habitats, and we will be looking for warblers and 
other summer visitors, breeding curlew and lapwing and birds of prey. Meet at 6.30 pm at the Nidder-
dale Museum car park for car sharing. After the walk we will repair to the Harefield Hotel. Ros Wade is 
the organiser. 

Monday 20th June; Scotgate Ash wood and quarry, Pateley Bridge. Evening walk 

Each year the RSPB provides a watch point for the peregrines nesting at 
Malham Cove. The birds are back again this year and the chicks already 
hatched so by July there will be plenty of aerial action. The Peregrines 
aren’t the only attraction at the Cove because the little owls are back 
(they didn’t breed last year) and there are green woodpeckers, cliff-
nesting house martins as well as redstarts and swifts.  
 
Meet at 8.30 am at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous or 10.15 at the National 
Park car park at the entrance to Malham village. There is a walk through 
the village of about 20 minutes to get to the watch point at the cove. This 
will be a half day trip but you might want to bring refreshments and make  
a day of it. The organiser is Ros Wade. 

Friday 8th July: Malham  - RSPB Peregrine watch 

This is not a club outing but a reminder that High Batts Nature Reserve is holding its annual Open Day 
on Sunday 10th and it is always an enjoyable and informative event. There will be the usual guided 
tours of the reserve, displays and children’s activities. And, hopefully, the sun will shine! 

Sunday 10th July: High Batts Nature Reserve 

One of the Malham peregrines photo-

graphed on a previous visit 
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Located in the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Stocks Reservoir is known for 
its importance for wildfowl, and its margins are good for breeding waders and some migrants. Nearby 
deciduous and coniferous woodlands provide habitats for breeding birds and the adjacent heather 
moorland has red grouse plus hen harrier and peregrine. There is one hide overlooking the reservoir 
and several walks and trails near the car park. There are no refreshment or toilet facilities on site 
(though they are available in nearby Slaidburn) so a packed lunch is advisable. 
 
Meet at 8.30 am at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous or at 10 am at the School Lane car park at the res-
ervoir. To get there take the A65 west and in Long Preston turn left onto the B6478; after going 
though Tosside there is a steep hill at the bottom of which there is a right turn signposted to the res-
ervoir with the car park some 1.5 miles on the left. The organiser is Sheila Nash  

Friday 12th August: Stocks Reservoir 

Moor End Farm is a grassland SINC which some members have already visited in their role as coun-
tryside volunteers.  It consists of a number of different habitats and is bursting with life.  The owners, 
Ian and Dorothy are interested in birds but do not consider themselves to be experts and are very 
keen to have members of the club visit to see what they can spot. It promises to be an interesting 
evening on this lovely site and Dorothy is always happy to explain the history of the site to anyone 
who is interested.  The evening can be rounded off with a trip to the village pub for those that can 
drag themselves away from the beautiful meadow.  
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 6.30 pm. For those going direct meet at Moor 
End Farm at 7 pm. The farm is just south of Staveley village (opposite side to reserve) by the sharp 
bend leaving the village on Arkendale Road for the A6055 Knaresborough to Boroughbridge road (grid 
ref: SE368623). Park in the farm.  Organiser: Hilary Cunningham-Atkins  

Monday 18th July: Moor End Farm, Staveley – evening outing 

This is a chance to brush up your competitive spirit. We will be meeting at the Harefield Hall hotel at 
7.00 pm and using this as our base for a team event to record as many species as possible before a 
round up of the action over a drink in the hotel. So start getting your team together now and more 
details will be provided nearer the date. The organiser is Lynda Fussell  

Monday 15th August; Mini bird race - evening event 

On Sunday 4th September, we have booked places on the Shearwater and Skua cruise which departs 
from Bridlington north pier at 9am. In late summer and early autumn, thousands of migrating sea-
birds pass over the North Sea on their long journeys, and this 3.5 hour trip offers wonderful opportu-
nities to see terns, skuas, auks, gulls, gannets and Manx and sooty shearwaters. Expert commenta-
tors are on board each cruise to help you identify the birds. The cruise takes you three miles off Flam-
borough Head, around Bridlington Bay and then further south off the Yorkshire coast in search of 
these exciting birds. Tickets cost: Adult £18, Children under 14 £9, and family £45 (two adults and 
two children).  
 
Places for the trip are limited so if you want to go on this please ring Brian Robertshaw as soon as 
possible to book your place . 

Sunday 4th September; Shearwater and Skua Cruise 

High Batts Nature Reserve is a small private reserve north of Ripon. It offers a gentle walk around a 
varied habitat providing a variety of birds and with always the possibility that something more unusual 
might drop in. The hide over the small pool is a gem from which you can usually get wonderful views 
of birds on the feeders, including siskins and marsh tits, and there are tree sparrows and yellowham-
mers to enjoy too, plus many others. Colin Slator, founder and warden of the reserve, will talk about 
its development and maintenance and show us around. 
 
For those wanting to car share meet at Pateley Bridge at 8.30 am or if you are going directly to High 
Batts meet at the Reserve at 9.30 am. The Reserve lies off the A6108 north of Ripon. Travelling north 
on this road towards West Tanfield you pass Lightwater Valley on your left and shortly afterwards 
there is a turning on the right to Hanson’s quarry. Take this turning and park before the gate. This is 
a half-day outing; please let  Hilary Atkins know if you intend to be there.  

Sunday 18th September; High Batts 

There will not be a club meeting on Monday 19th September because it is Nidderdale Show and we 
will as usual be having a stand. So please come along and support us in the Heritage Tent; we have 
many visitors to the stand and it is always good when there are members on hand to talk to the public 
about what we do.  

Monday 19th September; Nidderdale Show 
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Staveley Nature Reserve - Friday 11th February     
It was nice to see 9 members turn out on a cloudy, grey, misty day, which failed to improve during 
the morning, not helped by the man who said, “you should have been here yesterday, we saw 18 
buzzards!!!!!” 
Nevertheless we had some good birdwatching, and saw about 30 species, including both Song and 
Mistle Thrush, Linnets, and a nice male Bullfinch. It was very pleasing to see birds back on the water 
after quite a long period of the water being iced over, the Goldeneye and the Pochard looking splendid 
in their breeding plumage. On the feeders we had good sightings of Great Spotted Woodpecker, Tree 
Sparrow and Yellowhammer, which was a first for one of our members. But the highlight for me and 
four others wasn't a bird, but a Stoat in ermine which was absolutely mesmerizing; it kept running 
round and popping up to see what was on the ground under the feeder. We had really good views of 
the little white face with a bit of brown streaking, then a white body with a black tip to the tail. It was 
a sight I will never forget, so in spite of the weather, there was good company, very memorable 
sightings and an enjoyable morning out. Thank you to all who joined me.  
 
Staveley is an excellent reserve, with a good mix of habitats, carr woodland, shallow lagoon edged 
with reedswamp, and flower-rich grassland with scrub and pasture. The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust have 
recently  bought some more land, which will more than double the size of the Reserve; it is largely 
restored agricultural grassland and arable land with two lakes. Thanks to generous support from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, 44 hectares, the equivalent of 100 football pitches, have been added to this 
beautiful reserve. Since 1974, 205 species of bird have been recorded, and over 230 plant species  
are found there. It is a wonderful place to visit at any time of the year, and as they are very busy at 
the moment developing the site, which will cost a considerable amount of money, please consider 
supporting them by joining the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust, which is a charity that has been working for 
over 60 years to help Yorkshire's wildlife. They rely on the support of members and volunteers to 
make Yorkshire a better place for wildlife and people. See http://www.ywt.org.uk/
staveley_nature_reserve.php. Linda Pridmore 

                    A NEW PIN-UP FOR YOUR KITCHEN NOTICE BOARD 

to remind you of what’s on offer this summer 

June Friday 10th   Adel Dam and Golden Acre Park Leeds 

 Saturday 18th Coach trip to Bempton Cliffs  

July Friday 8th Malham - half day outing 

 Sunday 10th High Batts Open Day 

 Monday 18th  Moor End Farm, Staveley – evening outing 

August Friday 12th   Stocks Reservoir - full day outing 

September Sunday 4th Shearwater ad Skua Cruise 

 Monday 19th  Nidderdale Show; no evening event.  

The New Programme of events for Autumn will be published in August 

The Events Programme for Nidderdale Birdwatchers is available at www.niddbirds.org.uk. 

Log in to keep up to date with any changes. 

 Monday 20th  Scotgate Ash wood and quarry, Pateley Bridge. 

Evening walk 

 Monday 15th Mini Bird race 

 Sunday 18th  High Batts Nature Reserve 

 WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
   Reports on some club events 
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Marsh harrier at Blacktoft 

Sands by Alex Penn 

Blacktoft Sands—Saturday 19th March 
We couldn’t have hoped for a better day for the trip to 
Blacktoft Sands. It was gloriously sunny, and the birds 
seemed to know that spring was in the air. On the way in 
we were greeted by Tree Sparrows, Robins and Dunnocks 
singing their hearts out. A good sized flock of Black-tailed 
Godwits were at the first lake, including two in almost full 
breeding colours. All the ducks were still in their winter 
dress, with Shoveler, Pochard, Wigeon, Mallard, Gadwall 
and Teal all present. At least three Weasels were also pre-
sent, running around and hunting in the long grass. Kes-
trels and Marsh Harriers patrolled the reedbed, and Black-
headed Gulls were present in full force (and voice)! Stock 
doves made use of the wooded areas, as did a lone Chiff-
chaff. Greylag and Canada Geese were on the larger areas 
of water, and a male Sparrowhawk flashed by once. Other 
birds seen included Snipe, Curlew, Reed Bunting, Wood-
pigeon, Dunlin, a single Ruff, Blackbird, Skylark, Common 
Gull and Wren. Alex Penn 

Hay-a-Park – Friday 11 March 2011 
A select group of 6 members met at Conyngham Hall in Knaresborough before heading up to Hay-a-
Park. Whilst waiting for our leader we had the pleasure of watching a nuthatch serenade us from the 
top of a tree by the river Nidd.   
Ann Crouch led us off down a narrow windy lane into unknown territory round the back of Knaresbor-
ough. As we left the cars we had good views of a pair of bullfinches.  We headed down to the lake 
hanging on to our hats as the gale hit us, complete with ice cold rain.  From a distance the lake 
looked empty but once we got closer we had good views of tufted duck, wigeon, the odd teal, mal-
lard, goldeneye, one possible garganay, coot, moorhen, greylag, canada and farmyard geese, goos-
ander, and displaying great crested grebe. Also cormorant, black headed and common gulls. 
Once we had met the limits of our endurance the sun came out and we moved away from the water 
and walked down a farm track.  We were immediately rewarded by good views of yellowhammer, 
then three robins close together in a hedge, two were definitely a pair and above them a hovering 
kestrel.  In a smallholding at the bottom of the lane we had excellent views of fieldfare, redwing and 
mistle thrush.  Also more yellowhammer, goldfinch, blue tit, great tit, chaffinch, bullfinch, tree spar-
row, dunnock, and blackbird.  Not to mention the full range of corvids and an interesting collection of 
farmyard birds.  We also saw some lovely daffodils, which we thought were possibly wild ones. 
We left in glorious sunshine promising that we would return. Hilary Cunningham-Atkins 

Paul Irving on Raptors: evening talk 21st March 
On 21st March we were lucky to have a slide show and talk by Paul Irving. Paul is the bird recorder for 
Harrogate Naturalists, sits on the Yorkshire Rare Birds Committee, and is heavily involved in the Up-
land Bird Study Group in the Dales and also with the North of England Raptor Study Group. It was 
this passion for and great knowledge of birds of prey that he came to talk to us about. 
After giving a few pointers as to why we should record our bird sightings Paul got on with his favour-
ite theme, birds of prey. Using a mixture of his own photographs and those taken by overseas pho-
tographers we were introduced to most of the raptors we are likely to see in our area; Paul gave us 
time to try and identify the birds ourselves before leaving time for a few questions at the end. All in 
all an informative and enjoyable evening for those of us with a love of birds of prey. Pete Seaman  

Wheldrake Ings – Friday 8th  April  
Despite it being early April, our trip to Wheldrake was blessed with beautiful summer weather, with a 
temperature of around 20oC and wall-to-wall sunshine.  As we looked over glistening water and lis-
tened to warblers all memories of birdwatching in blizzards were forgotten for another year. 
Wheldrake was new to most of us and proved very rewarding although we didn’t make it round all the 
hides. As well as all the usual suspects, we had Blackcap, Chiffchaff and Willow Warbler as we walked 
along the river bank, together with a Buzzard and Skylark overhead.  The second hide provided very 
good views of Gadwall and Shoveler and for some (as in I missed it as usual!) a Peregrine hunting.  
From the furthest hide we had Black Tailed Godwit, very exotic in their breeding plumage, and views 
of Cormorant looking very strange nesting in a tree. Our best sighting was a Marsh Harrier hunting up 
and down in front of us, then stopping to eat its lunch in full view.  Sadly our expert (Alex) had 
moved to look at other things by then and missed it, so wasn’t able to confirm my view that it was a 
juvenile harrier. 
We noted that the habitat and birds changed quite a bit as we moved from the river bank down to the 
reed beds.  I also noted that there was a difference in the birds seen on the preliminary visit and the 
club visit even though these were only 6 days apart.  Sadly no Sand Martins were in evidence for the 
club visit and there was no sign of the Egyptian Goose although we did get a Black Swan (or mucky 
duck as it is known in Bradford).  Although it is a bit of a trek over there, Wheldrake is well worth a 
visit and this was a super time of year to go. Hilary Cunningham-Atkins 
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Farnham Nature Reserve  Friday 13th May  
Sunshine and sharp showers met the 7 members who visited Farnham, the private nature reserve 
near Knaresborough. Managed by Harrogate Naturalists, Farnham is a former sand and gravel quarry 
and one of our group last saw it when he worked there in 1986; it has changed somewhat, both be-
cause of the restoration undertaken when it closed and because of the on-going maintenance by Har-
rogate Naturalists. June Atkinson, Hon. Warden, showed us round and wowed us with her extensive 
knowledge and commitment to the place. Farnham is a very successful reserve for birds, plants, and 
other creatures but clearly there is a sense that it could be even more beneficial if there were fewer 
restrictions from the owners and land agents on how it can be managed.  
 
The weather was not favourable to our birding, and June was very apologetic that we had neither an 
unusual nor extensive list of species but we ended up with a healthy 42 species including the breed-
ing common terns and a lovely view of a little grebe with a baby on its back. Unfortunately we didn’t 
see the breeding little ringed plovers that are there, and none of the more unusual visitors for which 
Farnham is well known turned up - for example sanderling were there yesterday and black terns last 
week. Bur we all had a most enjoyable morning and were grateful to June and her colleague Robert 
for their time and knowledge.  Alwin Knowles 

Ripon Canal and Nicholson’s Lagoon – evening walk 16th May 
Fourteen members, including some new members, were brave enough to turn out on a cold and 
windy evening more akin to autumn than late spring. The initial walk down the canal produced very 
little other than the odd corvid and a couple of colourful Goldfinch and due to the strong winds recog-
nising the many bird calls was very difficult. Once we reached the first of the hides overlooking the 
lagoon we were met with a good selection of waterfowl. On the islands in the middle of the lagoon 
Great Crested Grebe, Oystercatcher, Coot and Moorhen were sitting tightly on nests and we were 
lucky enough to see the G.C.Grebes change over shifts on their nest after he had brought the female 
a “gift” of water weed. Because the lagoon was sheltered from the wind a large number of Sand Mar-
tin, a few Swallows and about a dozen Swifts were frantically feeding over the water, the Swifts 
showing that they truly are masters of the air against the strong wind.  
 
After checking out the second hide further along the lagoon a few members wandered along the tow-
path to check on what birds were feeding near the racecourse. Although there were only a few birds 
grazing in the fields we did have sightings of both Pied and Spotted Flycatchers, Chaffinch, Long 
Tailed Tits and a number of LBJ’s that had us scratching our heads (we suspected one to be a Garden 
Warbler). As it got too dark to bird we made our way back to the car park, and when we added all the 
bits and pieces together we had seen 29 birds so maybe not such a bad evening’s birding considering 
the weather. Pete Seaman 

Yarnbury  Saturday 16th April  
This turned into a Wheatear day. It wasn’t possible to count them but we must have seen around 50? 
This is the kind of terrain – high up, bleak, lots of ruined industrial workings and shafts which can 
look miserable in bad weather; we had sunshine, a light breeze and warmth.  Only six of us were 
there to enjoy the birds but in addition to the wheatears we saw skylarks, meadow pipits, lapwings, 
curlews, an occasional gull or corvid but also golden plover pairs in full breeding plumage and one 
male redstart which was perhaps the star of the show, even though the view was a bit distant. We 
hoped to see ring ouzel but didn’t have any luck with that. This is a little known area but if you like a 
bit of exercise in a wilder area, it’s well worth a visit in the breeding season. Tony Knowles 

The Golden Egg Awards Monday 18th April    
Members attending the AGM experienced an evening 
of extravaganza with the presentation of the Nidder-
dale Birdwatchers Golden Egg Awards. Glitter and 
Glamour was the order of the evening in a show of 
prestigious awards to nominated members who had 
made an outstanding contribution during the year. 
The winners were Jill Hicks for the Best Headgear, 
Mick Phillips for Best Salesman, Audrey Summersgill 
for the Best Ladder Performance, Sheila Nash for 
Best Birdwatching Equipment, Becky Huff for Best 
Active Birdwatching Performance, and Ann Crouch 
was given the Lifetime Achievement Award for 
founding Nidderdale Birdwatchers. Our thanks to 
everyone who took part (even if they 
didn’t give their permission before-
hand.) Alwin Knowles 

Sheila Nash and the entry for 

best birdwatching equipment 
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Third Annual General Meeting 
The third AGM took place at the Royal Oak on 18th April when 23 members attended. Tony Knowles, 
as Chairman, gave a report on the activities and achievements of the year. He paid thanks to all those 
who supported the club, from simply by paying their subscription to more active involvement in tasks 
such as administration or conservation; for such a young organisation Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a 
very proactive and successful group and this is purely due to the involvement and commitment of 
members. Ann Crouch as Treasurer detailed the club’s financial position. Income had slightly ex-
ceeded expenditure during the year as we were still feeling some of the ongoing benefit of the Awards 
for All grant, so there was no need to consider raising membership fees.  
 
There were some important changes agreed at the AGM. A resolution to amend the Constitution to 
allow up to 8 members of the Committee and to extend the period of service from 1 to 3 years was 
agreed. It is anticipated that these changes will bring greater continuity to the committee and provide 
new blood. Members who would like a copy of the amended Constitution can obtain one by emailing 
us or telephoning the Secretary Sue Hickson. The committee now comprises:- Tony Knowles 
(Chairman), Ann Crouch (Treasurer), Sue Hickson (Secretary); Lynda Fussell, Angus Gosman 
(Membership Secretary), Sheila Nash and Ros Wade.  
 
There was also a discussion about the venue for future evening events. We are extremely grateful to 
the Royal Oak for the free use of their function room, but there was a feeling that with more people 
attending this was sometimes a little cramped. Parking can also be difficult because of other events 
taking place in the vicinity. It was therefore decided to move the events during the next Autumn/
Winter Season to The Harefield Hotel which we have used once before. There is a charge for the use 
of this room and it was therefore agreed by the meeting that a charge of £1 per meeting would be 
levied for members to cover this cost (£3 per non-member). The committee will review this decision 
after a few months and seek members’ views about the new venue.  
 

                                                       CLUB NEWS  

Bird Records  2010 
By the time you read this newsletter many members will have, or will have 
seen, a copy of the booklet “Nidderdale Birdwatchers: Bird Records 2010”.  
The thinking behind this publication was to assure the members who went to 
the trouble of passing their sightings on to me, that their records had not just 
disappeared into a black hole. While the booklet is not a comprehensive list of 
all the birds in the Nidderdale AONB it is a record of what many of our 
members have seen and recorded throughout the year. These records were 
spread from the top of Nidderdale and the North East of our area to the 
moors and valleys just North of Otley and were submitted by individual 
members, leaders of field trips and some of the WEA bird class outings. 
 
After collation for our club use, the records were then passed onto the 
recorder for Harrogate Naturalists  with whose area we overlap in many 
places, and these in turn may go onto the Yorkshire records. It is hoped that 
even more members will submit their sightings in the future and this booklet 
may give some encouragement to this. As I have said before, and some may be sick of hearing it, all 
records are important from “spuggies” in your garden to the national rarity out on our wild moors. If 
you do not show that your local birds are declining in numbers the powers that be may not realise the 
problem until it is too late to help. 
 
If you do see a very rare bird, or one that is rare in our area, it is nice to let others know about it as 
long it does not cause problems for the wellbeing of the bird. If you do submit a sighting of a rare bird 
please be prepared to give more details of what you have seen. This is not doubting your birding skills 
but national recorders do have to be sure before accepting such records. Field notes and sketches as 
well as photos would always be useful to strengthen your claim on a bird but do not be put off if you 
do not have the drawing skills or your camera is at home. I myself have had birds accepted on the 
strength of field notes taken before looking in the field guide, because my drawing skills are pretty 
dire. 
 
If any of you are interested in submitting records either on a regular basis or just that special bird you 
have seen please do not hesitate to get in touch. I am hoping that I get snowed under with bits of 
paper or well presented e-mails in 2011 so that we can help to record the area’s varied birds and that 
the Nidderdale Birdwatchers’ list for 2011 is even better. Pete Seaman 
 
NB If you haven’t got a copy of  the list but would like one, please contact Alwin Knowles  
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 Snippets Snippets   
 - bits about birds  

 
As mentioned in Bird News from Nidderdale, the club’s 
committee is looking into the viability of creating a sand 
martin wall at Gouthwaite. Who wouldn’t want to encourage  
these charming birds to come and spend time with us? 
 
Sand martins are the smallest of our hirundines, weighing only half an 
ounce, and one of the first migrants to return each spring, travelling 
over 3000 miles during migration between Britain and Africa. Also 
known as the “river swallow” or “bank swallow” because they particu-
larly like areas near water, their population has been subject to major 
boom and bust cycles over the years. They spend their winter in the 
western Sahel region of Africa where drought and other disasters have 

caused sand martin populations to crash twice in the past 50 years. In Britain their breeding success 
has also been challenged by changes to the landscape which impact upon areas for nest burrows, or 
by new predators such as the American mink.  
 
Sand martins did very well in Britain after World War II when the building boom created many new 
sand and gravel extraction sites – and perfect areas for the sand martins to create their breeding 
colonies which they do by chipping out burrows with their tiny beaks and feet to a depth of between 
2 and 3 feet. Both sexes construct the nest burrow and line the nest chamber with plant material 
and feathers, where they will raise two broods during the season. The bird’s ability to adapt to new 
opportunities for breeding sites like extraction areas, and to learn to ignore the major earthmoving 
equipment operating around them, encouraged conservationists to consider providing artificial 
breeding walls for the birds. Though in fact the first artificial site for sand martins was created in the 
1800s by the naturalist Charles Waterton, who sank about 50 drainpipes horizontally into a walled 
bank of his garden and was immediately rewarded with a colony of breeding birds.  
 
Since the 1970s artificial walls have become more common and are making a major contribution to 
helping to encourage a gradual increase in sand martin populations. Locally there are successful 

walls at Staveley and Farnham reserves, while on national reserves 
such as Rutland Water large colonies of up to 200 nests have been 
established. Walls have varied in design and con-
struction using materials from concrete to old rail-
way sleepers which hold back the sand banks into 
which the birds like to burrow, whilst various pipes 
and blocks are used to create entrances. One par-
ticularly innovative idea from a farm in Scotland 
was to use old fruit barrels as moulds which were 
reinforced, filled with sand and fitted on a pole. A 
bit bizarre looking, but the birds took to them and 
they certainly stopped predation of the nests by  
animals such as mink and stoat.  

 
Sand martins feed on airborne insects over water or reed beds close to 
the colony, and tend to roam very widely to exploit abundant insects 
wherever they may be available. But their presence as breeding birds at a particular site is most 
likely to be determined by the presence of a suitable nest bank, rather than any particular feeding 
conditions, hence the importance of a bit of help being provided by humankind.  
 
One of the joys of the British spring and summer is seeing these gregarious little birds providing 
their wonderful aerial displays—let’s hope we can see more of them in Nidderdale in future years.  
Alwin Knowles 

Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a voluntary organisation which exists to promote interest in and understanding and 

knowledge of birds, their environment and conservation, and in particular to promote the study and welfare of the birds 

within Nidderdale. Membership is open to all interested individuals; for details contact the Membership Secretary, Angus 

Gosman or visit our website www.niddbirds.org.uk 

 

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter  are welcome and  should be sent to Alwin Knowles, 

Woodclose House, Ripon Road, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate. HG3 5NL  

email niddbirds@gmail.com 

 

The 43ft long sand martin 

wall at Rutland Water. 
Recycled barrels turned into 

sand martin homes 


