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Welcome to the Spring Newsletter…. 
 
One of the interesting possibilities about Nidderdale Birdwatchers is the ability 
to keep a beady eye on other members – in the nicest possible way of course! 
 
When, three years ago, Ann Crouch came up with the proposal to start a bird 
club there was general support for the idea of a club site on Yahoo where all 
members could exchange bird news, photos and general information of interest 
to others. As soon as this was agreed Hilary went home and, the same night, 
set up the club site.  After one or two hiccoughs we were live with members 
exchanging sightings and comments on birdwatching areas, adding photo-
graphs and of course the occasional friendly insult. All useful, and all good fun. 
Sadly not many people joined the site although quite a few receive notifications 
of postings on the site which are sent to their standard email addresses though 
they themselves don’t post onto the site.  
 
We would like to encourage more of you to join in; it’s a really good way to 
keep in touch and to find out what is happening. You’ll find out where wax-
wings are seen on Top Wath Road, where you might see a bittern, a great grey 
shrike or a ring necked duck in places not far away. You can also sharpen your 
identification skills by having a go at one of the photographic quizzes – I’ll try 
to make sure there’s a new one every two months.  So for those who only get 
messages or to those who have never taken part at all, why not give it a go?  
 
I am afraid that this will not be of apparent interest to those of you without computers but perhaps 
you could persuade your computer owning friends to keep you “in the loop”. And if you do have a 
computer but are unsure how to get onto the site one of our computer experts (!) will be happy to 

help you.              Tony Knowles 

BIRD NEWS FROM NIDDERDALE 
 
The bad weather we had in early winter certainly 
made life difficult for the birds. Many members 
reported new species coming to their bird tables 
or gardens looking for food. There seemed to be 
lots of long tailed tits around and even some 
goldcrests coming to feeders. Audrey Summers-
gill in Glasshouses has a flock of about 15 red-
polls which discovered the feeders during the 
cold weather and are now regular visitors. A 
flock of about 25 redwings took over a holly tree 
right outside Tony Knowles’ house and spent 3 
days stripping it of its berries. Huge flocks of 

fieldfares were seen in fields above 
Stean as the snow retreated. Members 
continued to report waxwing sightings across our area and several mem-
bers braved icy conditions at Grimwith and got a view of the  great grey 
shrike which was up there for some days.  
 
The kingfisher on Glasshouses dam has been seen occasionally and there 
was a group of 6 female and 1 male goosanders there for a few days. The 
latest visitor to the dam is this male mandarin which has joined the mal-
lards and gets very involved in the frenzy when people arrive with food 
for them. We don’t know if he is an escapee or not, but he certainly is a 
handsome chap. 

Redpoll in Glasshouses 
Redwing enjoying holly berries 

in Pateley 
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Wheldrake Ings is a Yorkshire Wildlife Reserve and is managed as part of the Lower Derwent Valley 
National Nature Reserve. It supports a rich haymeadow, now very scarce elsewhere creating a diver-
sity of flowering plants and communities of insects and birds of international importance. The mead-
ows are home to snipe, skylark, lapwing and redshank. In winter, the flooded meadows attract vast 
numbers of wintering wildfowl and waders, and barn owls may be seen quartering the meadows. The 
reserve frequently plays host to a range of passage waders, wildfowl and other birds so we may get 
some interesting migrants. There are 4 viewing hides but no other visitor facilities so please bring a 
packed lunch if you intend to make a day of it. Paths can be muddy so good footwear is needed and a 
stick can be helpful.  
 
For car–sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30 am or if going direct meet on site at 
10 am. Situated eight miles south-east of York the reserve is approached from Wheldrake village 
about three miles east of the A19 York-Selby road. Leaving Wheldrake towards Thorganby the road 
takes a sharp right turn and the meeting place is a turn-in a few hundred yards beyond this on the 
left beyond the allotments (Bank Island car park which has a height restriction of 2.1m).  The organ-
iser is Hilary Atkins. 

Friday 8th April; Wheldrake Ings  

Spring events 
The description of each outdoor event gives  the name and contact details of the Event 

Organiser. Please let the Organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. This does not 
mean that you cannot attend at the last minute but trips may be cancelled if there 

appears to be insufficient interest, so we need to know in advance who wants to go. We 
would also advise that you check the website or ring the Organiser just before the event 

to ensure that it is still happening and the arrangements haven’t changed.  
 

The rendezvous point for car sharing is the car park in Pateley Bridge opposite Towler’s 
newsagent unless otherwise notified. 

Hay-a-park is a disused gravel pit on the outskirts of Knaresborough with a deep open stretch of wa-
ter and some shallow reed-fringed lagoons. It provides a home for wintering wildfowl with good num-
bers of goosander usually being there.  
 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30 or if going direct, meet at 9.15 at the 
Conyngham Hall car park on the bridge over the river Nidd. It is a pay and display car park but do not 
buy a ticket as we shall be moving on to Hay-a-Park. This is a half day trip and the organiser is Ann 
Crouch.  

Friday 11th March; Knaresborough Wetlands  

This is a full day trip to RSPB reserve Blacktoft Sands on the Humber estuary which has the largest 
tidal reedbed in England. Birds on the lagoons are visible from all hides and there is usually a good 
variety of waterfowl and waders. Marsh harriers are regulars and there is always a chance of a bittern 
or barn owl. There is a reserve centre and toilets but no café so you need to bring a packed lunch. 
RSPB Members free. Non-members: adults £3, under 16s £1, concessions £2, family £6. 
 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30 am or if going direct at the reserve at 10 
am. From Goole, take the A161 road to Swinefleet, turn left at the mini roundabout in Swinefleet, turn 
right at the next T junction and follow the minor road for the next five miles; the reserve carpark is on 
the  left beyond Ousefleet. The route is marked with brown tourist signs from just outside Goole. The 
Penn family is the organiser for this event. 

Saturday 19th March; RSPB Blacktoft Sands 

Paul Irving is not only extremely knowledgeable about raptors but passionate about them too, and 
utterly committed to their welfare and conservation. Part of his work involves the important task of 
monitoring numbers and breeding success of our local raptors and Paul will be talking about this and 
how we can all help by using our sightings to add to local records and knowledge. 

Monday 21st March; Paul Irving on Raptors. 7.30 Royal Oak, Dacre Banks 



Page 3  

Farnham is situated one mile to the north of Knaresborough and comprises North and South Lakes 
formed from a former gravel pit surrounded by pasture land. Harrogate Naturalists Society has per-
mission to manage the environs of the South Lake for wildlife and to permit visits by members and 
other bona fide site users. The reserve has around 43 breeding bird species and has an impressive list 
of butterflies and flowering plants.  There is a hide and a walk around the lake for the more adventur-
ous. The Honorary Warden of the reserve, June Atkinson will show us around. 
 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30. Those going direct should meet at the Re-
serve gate at 9.15. Take the A6055 Boroughbridge Road from Knaresborough towards Farnham and 
after 1.5 miles where the road makes a sharp right turn, keep left into Farnham Lane. After 300 yards 
the track to the reserve is on the left opposite Gibbet Farm. Please let Alwin Knowles know if you in-
tend to go on this visit.  

Friday 13th May; Farnham Nature Reserve 

Yarnbury is an area north of Grassington on the edge of the moors and our half-day trip will be look-
ing for upland birds, hoping to see our first ring ouzels and wheatears of the year. The area we will 
cover will be along established tracks near the former leadmining area.  
 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30. Those going direct should meet at Yarn-
bury at 9.15 and this can be reached by taking the road north through Grassington market place. The 
road eventually peters out after a mile or so and becomes a track. Park on the right at the road end.  
The organiser is Tony Knowles. 

Saturday 16th April: Yarnbury 

An important date in our annual calendar as we review what we have done over the past year and 
consult members on their priorities for the coming year. Come along and meet friends, elect the com-
mittee members and let us have your views. 

Monday 18th April: AGM at The Royal Oak, Dacre. 7.30 pm 

This is an evening walk along the canal and Nicholson’s Lagoons where there is a hide overlooking the 
water.  In addition to the water birds we are hoping to get incomers such as warblers. Meet at the 
small car park on the right just off the B6265 Boroughbridge Road about 1/2 mile east of Ripon by-
pass at 7.30 pm. For those wanting to car share from Pateley Bridge meet at the usual rendezvous at 
7 pm. The organiser is Pete Seaman. 
 

Monday 16th May Ripon Canal-evening walk and birdwatch 

Bryan’s Wood is our Nidderdale Birdwatchers’ “adopted” wood, and is a Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC). It comprises a 55 acre site of ancient semi-natural woodland with a history of 
use by man going back many years. 
 
Come along and see the work that’s been done there by club volunteers and by the Nidderdale Con-
servation Volunteers (NCV). Because it’s managed for wildlife it’s not a tidy wood, so be prepared to 
ford a stream or two and beware of fallen trees, deep bracken and unexpected encounters with ma-
rauding bears! Vehicular access is limited so please meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30 to 
plan car sharing. The number on this outing is limited to 12 so it is important to book your place with 
the organiser Tony Knowles . 

Saturday 21st May: Bryan’s Wood 

Adel Dam is a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve next door to Golden Acre Park. We will visit the Dam 
first where there are two hides; the woods provide good habitat and all three woodpeckers have been 
seen there. Near the main car park of Golden Acre is a small area of wetland and the park itself has a 
lake and area of woodland that attracts summer visitors. Members can bring sandwiches, or can use 
the cafe. Walking is flat, with good paths.  
 
Meet at 8.30 am at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous or 9.30 at the Golden Acre Park car park on the 
right on the A660 Otley to Leeds Road just after Bramham. (This is a pay and display car park but do 
not buy a ticket as we will be moving to another location). Ann Crouch is the organiser and you can 
make this either a full or half day outing.  

Friday 10th June; Adel Dam and Golden Acre Park; Leeds.  
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Bempton is well known to many of us as the best place in England to see, hear and smell seabirds! 
More than 200,000 birds (from April to August) make the cliffs seem alive – with adults bringing food 
to their nests, or young chicks making their first faltering flights. With huge numbers to watch, it’s 
relatively easy to identify the gannets, guillemots, razorbills, kittiwakes and fulmars and the very rec-
ognisable puffins are always a delight. So please join us on this Club coach trip to see this wonderful 
spectacle.  

The coach will pick up from  Pateley Bridge at 8.30 am and Ripon Market Place at 9 am with the re-
turn from Bempton at around 4 pm. The cost of the coach will be subsidised from club funds keeping 
the cost of the trip to no more than £12 per person. Priority is given to club members on a first-come, 
first served basis and as we need to confirm the coach size well in advance please let the organiser 
Ann Crouch know if you want a place. Unfortunately there are no regular catering facilities at Bemp-
ton (there is often a mobile sandwich/snack van) so members will need to bring their own lunch. A 
variety of drinks are usually available to buy.  

For those of you who may not wish to travel by coach, the reserve is on the cliff road from the village 
of Bempton, which is on the B1229 road from Flamborough to Filey. In Bempton village, turn north-
wards at the White Horse public house and the reserve is at the end of the road after 1 mile (follow 
the brown tourist signs). 

Saturday 18th June; RSPB Bempton Cliffs 

A SPRING PIN-UP FOR YOUR NOTICE BOARD 

Our programme of events 

This walk above Pateley Bridge provides a variety of habitats, and we will be looking for warblers and 
other summer visitors, breeding curlew and lapwing and birds of prey. Meet at 6.30 pm at the Nidder-
dale Museum car park for car sharing. After the walk we will repair to the Harefield Hotel. Ros Wade  
is the organiser. 

Monday 20th June; evening walk  to Scot Gate Ash woods and quarry  

March Friday 11th Knaresborough wetlands - half day trip 

 Saturday 19th RSPB Blacktoft Sands - full day trip 

 Monday 21st Paul Irving on Raptors; Royal Oak, Dacre Banks 7.30 pm 

April  Friday 8th Wheldrake Ings - full day trip 

 Saturday 16th Yarnbury - half day trip 

 Monday 18th AGM; Royal Oak, Dacre Banks 7.30 pm 

May Friday 13th Farnham- half day trip 

 Monday 16th Ripon Canal—evening birdwatch 

  Saturday 21st Bryan’s Wood- half day trip 

June Friday 10th Adel Dam and Golden Acre Park Leeds - full or half day 

 Saturday 18th RSPB Bempton Cliffs - full day coach trip 

 Monday 20th Scot Gate Ash woods and quarry  - evening birdwatch 

The New Programme of events for Summer will be published in May 

The Programme for Nidderdale Birdwatchers is available on the Nidderdale Birdwatchers’ website  
niddbird.org.uk.  Log in to keep up to date with any changes.  
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Washburn Valley 
This trip had rather a grey and slow start to it for the nine members who met at Swinsty for a walk 
around the reservoir led by Brian Robertshaw. Though we had seen a greater spotted woodpecker, 
blue tits and robin near the car park, birds were not much in evidence as we set off but as the 
weather improved so did the bird count. Three buzzards and a red kite circled the hill and over the 
dam towards Dob Park we had a hunting kestrel. A large flock of fieldfare fed in a distant field and a 
very active group of mixed tits together with 5 treecreepers and nuthatch entertained us as we 
headed back. Near the Fewston car park there was the usual variety of mallard and geese plus teal 
and a pair of very handsome goosander. The tail enders of the party were still changing their foot 
wear at the end of the morning when we were treated to a fine display by a group of 14 redpoll and 
about 10 siskin.  What a nice way to spend a morning! Angus Gosman 

Birding and Whale watching in California and the Sea of Cortes; a slide show by Sheila 

Nash, Ros Wade and Jane Uttley. 
Great, thought I, just what is needed to give the new year a kick start!  Despite a busy diary I was 
determined to make room for the social night, especially as Sheila, Ros and Jane would have put a lot 
of effort into selecting images from the millions that they took on their adventure last year. 
But it didn’t start well………….I ended up at the Royal Oak Dacre instead of Harefield Hall! (annoying 
since the Harefield is only down the road for me!) Fortunately, Alwin was on stand by to ‘mop me up’ 
and redirect me. Consequently, Sheila was already holding forth by the time of my arrival.  
However, it didn’t take me long to get engrossed in the ‘tail’ of their pursuit of Grey and Blue Whales. 
I used the spelling ‘tail’ here advisedly since I discovered that a lot can be determined by the tail – 
not only the species, but also identification of the individual. 
Along with many useful snippets of information, we were able to follow their quest for other creatures 
whose future is in the balance. Sea lions, walrus, monarch butterflies and missing condors. The girls 
may not have had success in finding condors but they certainly had plenty of other exotic birds, many 
of which I had never heard of and some of which they even managed to film. 
Sheila told us this trip was organized in an attempt to encounter some of the creatures that may not 
be around for future generations. The good news is that, where efforts have been made to give en-
dangered species some protection, real recovery has taken place, giving some room for optimism. 
It was good to leave with knowledge that it’s not all doom and gloom and that mankind 
can make a difference when we put our minds to it. Sue Harrison 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
Some brief reports on club events 

Our winter programme did not escape the effects of the weather and we had to cancel a couple of 
trips. I am putting this newsletter “to bed” whilst watching the February snowfall which has just 
halted the planned outing to Old Moor. But despite the very cold weather and having to negotiate se-
rious ice on the car park  25 members and friends assembled for the Christmas get-together in Dacre. 
After the exchange of news and Christmas cards we got down to the serious business of the evening, 
i.e. eating the chips and sandwiches and doing the Xmas quiz. The various teams rose magnificently 
to the occasion and answered questions on subjects ranging from Wikileaks to sport, and with a few 
on birds of course. Alwin Knowles 

              CLUB NEWS  

You may remember that last year the Club was asked to participate in 
a project to film and broadcast images of peregrines nesting in Nid-
derdale. Unfortunately the birds did not co-operate by nesting in their 
normal place so despite getting funding and doing a lot of preparatory 
work, the event never happened. 
 

We hope that this will not have been wasted however, because this year it is planned to do a similar 
project covering the birds around Coldstones Quarry on Greenhow. We have been meeting with the 
AONB and with Coldstones Quarry Staff to try and get the project operational by early Spring. The in-
tention is to film several species of birds and to beam live footage to screens in Pet Pad in Pateley 
High Street and to the Web. The aim of the project is both to find out more about the birds on the hill 
and to encourage local people and visitors to learn about and to value these birds.   
 
One of our biggest challenges is finding the nests so we know where to locate cameras, so we are 
looking for volunteers from the Club who feel like spending a couple of hours at Greenhow watching 
the birds. We need to do this on various occasions during March. If you are interested give Tony a 
ring —or he might ring you…! 

Greenhow 
Project 
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 You will see from the Programme  of Events that the AGM has been 
set for Monday 18th April at 7pm at the Royal Oak at Dacre. You may 
remember that at the last AGM there was a suggestion that some 
changes to the Constitution with regard to the make-up of the 
Committee might bring improved continuity to the Club so there will 
be a proposal on this for members’ consideration. We would also like 

to hear from members for any suggestions they have about the Club, whether about the events 
programme, the conservation work or any other aspect. The evening will not be totally taken up with 
business and there will be a chance for meeting friends and exchanging news.  

Annual General  
Meeting  

We started recording in 2009 for the British Trust for Ornithology 
(BTO) Nest Record Scheme and although in both 2009 and 2010 we 
included a few nests found in places other than Bryan’s Wood, the re-
cords reported here relate only to this site. Details for the two years 
are not strictly comparable because in 2009 we were only able to 
check boxes in four of the five areas within the wood, while in 2010 

we managed to check all nest boxes. 
 
Analysis of results can go on for ever and can be largely incomprehensible to all but the most expert 
ornithological statisticians and that doesn’t include us! So here are the results that we think you might 
find interesting. 
 
Nest boxes: 69 boxes have been used and of these, 27 have been used in both years. 
Species: Blue tits and great tits in both years, and in 2010 pied flycatchers used two of our boxes. 
Boxes put up for spotted flycatchers and tree creepers haven’t been used so far. 
 
Blue tits: the commonest nesters, 24 in 2009, 27 in 2010 with an average clutch size in both years 
of 7.8 eggs. The survival rate from egg to fledge was 74% in 2009, 84% in 2010. Two nests had 12 
eggs, some other nests had either 10 or 11, most in single figures. 
 
Great tits: 8 nests in each year with an average clutch size of 7.9 in 2009, 6.3 in 2010. The survival 
rate to fledging in 2009 was poor at 40%, the greatest loss apparently being of predated or non-
hatching eggs but there was an excellent survival rate in 2010 of  96%. There was a maximum clutch 
size of 10. 
 
Pied flycatcher: we were delighted to have them using our boxes in 2010 and in one nest all 10 
eggs hatched and the chicks fledged. Sadly in the other box although 6 of the 7 eggs hatched the 
chicks were abandoned. 
 
We have put up two tawny owl boxes this winter in Bryan’s Wood and hope that the owls which have 
been seen in the wood will use these. Some of the bird boxes we put up at Glasshouses have been 
well used, and when we checked Audrey’s boxes at the top of the Dale we found that 7 boxes had 
been used by pied flycatchers and that the young birds had fledged successfully. Great and blue tits 
had also nested up there in the boxes provided. 
 
The details we report are the result of a lot of hard work by the nest recorders and my thanks to them 
for their commitment in both time and energy. Of course there is also a fantastic reward in watching 
the development of nests, eggs and chicks as well as learning so much more about the birds. If you 
would like to join us you will be very welcome! No specialist knowledge is needed and the wood itself 
is a delight. Tony Knowles 

Nest Record Survey 
Bryan’s Wood 

Throughout 2010 a number of members have been keeping more de-
tailed records of their bird sightings within the club’s recording area 
(that is within the boundaries of the Nidderdale AONB) and passing 
them on to me to record and then pass on to our local/county record-
ers. These records all go towards working out the status of our bird 
populations and helping preserve or improve the habitat they need to 

survive and thus giving us pleasure in our hobby.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the fifteen or so members who took the time and effort 
to record their sightings and pass them on to me: they have been passed on both electronically and in 
hand written paper form, and all have been welcome. When I have collated all the data it is hoped to 
publish a basic annual report for all members although this may take me a little while so please be 
patient. Once again thanks to all those who contributed and if any more members would like to con-
tribute please get in touch with myself or any committee member if you feel you need any help. The 
records can be a regular report of what has been on your garden feeders or the large raptor you saw 
at the top of the Dale and anything in between. It’s your choice if you wish to participate. Pete  
Seaman 

Bird Recording: 
Our first year 
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SnippetsSnippets   
- bits about birds  

 

On a recent Club outing to the Washburn Valley some of us had a wonderful view of  
a pair of goosanders. Not so unusual of course because they are often seen on reservoirs  
at this time of the year, but their beauty was stunning and made me think I would like  
to learn a bit more about them.  
 
Goosanders are diving ducks and a member of the sawbill family, a term which describes the long 
serrated bill which allows them to catch and hold slippery fish. Another member of the same fam-
ily is the red-breasted merganser with which goosan-
ders are sometimes confused. The merganser is more 
often seen on coastal waters and Scottish lochs while 
the goosander prefers freshwater. Both have long 
necks and long bodies, held low in the water giving 
them almost a diver-like look.  Mergansers have been 
described as looking slightly scruffy with a bit of a 
spiky punk hairdo whereas the goosander is a rather 
smarter bird. The male in particular is an immaculate 
and elegant bird with its cream coloured body, glossy 
dark green head and red bill, whilst the female is greyer 
with a russet coloured head and a white throat and chin. 
 

Goosanders nest in trees at the side of rivers or 
lakes and have a brood of between 8 and 11 
chicks. The young birds leave the nest and take to 
the water within a couple of days of hatching and 
though they stay with their mother they feed them-
selves by dabbling to catch small aquatic insects 
and after about a week they learn to dive and catch 
fish. The drake stays with the female until the 
chicks hatch and then he leaves, and she abandons 
the chicks about 7 to 10 days after they have taken 
to the water and often before they can fly. 

 
Goosanders did not breed in the UK until the 1870s when they colonised Scotland and began to 
spread further south, regularly breeding in Yorkshire and now having reached South West Eng-
land though not the South East. There are about 2700 breeding pairs in Britain with about 16,000 
birds here in the winter, the population being swelled by birds from Scandinavia. The successful 
spread of goosanders across Britain has not been welcomed by sport fishermen or commercial 
fisheries for whom these birds, together with cormorants, are a pest.  
 
Because of the sawbill the birds are extremely efficient at catching their prey and are particularly 
partial to young trout and salmon. They are effective divers and will swim with their heads under 
water seeking their prey. They have also been shown to hunt in groups, driving a shoal of fry in 
unison and diving at the edges of the shoal to pick up stragglers. Originally neither the goosander 
nor the merganser which is also an efficient hunter were protected under the law because of their 
perceived impact upon fish stock. They now have legal protection but can be shot under licence if 
their numbers can be proved to be having a major effect upon fish populations. Alwin Knowles 

A male goosander in all his finery 

Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a voluntary organisation which exists to promote interest in and understanding 

and knowledge of birds, their environment and conservation, and in particular to promote the study and welfare of 

the birds within Nidderdale. Membership is open to all interested individuals; for details contact the Membership 

Secretary, Angus Gosman or visit our website www.niddbirds.org.uk 
 

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter should be sent to Alwin Knowles, 

Woodclose House, Ripon Road, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate. HG3 5NL  

email niddbirds@gmail.com 

A female and her chicks on the Wharfe last year 


