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BIRD NEWS FROM NIDDERDALE  
Bird sightings: Linda Pridmore has sent this wonderful photo 
of a woodcock which she took in June in Fishponds Wood. The 
bird was quite near the public path but froze as Linda 
approached allowing her the unusual benefit of getting so 
close to this rather secretive species.  
 
Another wonderful birding experience has been the first 
recording of a little egret at Gouthwaite reservoir. Margaret 
Hemsworth was one of the first to see the bird and then a 
further 2 birds arrived. 
 
Has anyone else noticed that there seem to be fewer house 
martins in Nidderdale this year? Ann Crouch was lucky 
enough to have them nesting on her house and you can read 
about her experience in Snippets in page 7. 
 

WEA Bird watching courses 
Sheila Nash’s WEA  Autumn Classes will be starting again in September.  Entitled Birdwatching for 
Everyone, the autumn term comprises 4 field trips to great bird sites. Meet for the first session on 
Wednesday 21st September at 9.30 am at Pateley Bridge Council Offices.  Fees £53, certain 
claimants £1. More details from Sheila on 01423 711176. 
 
Nidderdale Show.  
We will again be having a stand in the Heritage Tent at the Nidderdale Show on Monday 19th 
September. Last year was a great success with many visitors to our stand and a good number of 
entries in the Bird Quiz.  Come along and give us moral support or if you are able, come and help to 
staff the stand. Those who helped last year all enjoyed the experience so if you would like to 
volunteer to be part of this, contact Ann Crouch who is organising the staffing.  
 

From the Chairman… 

 

Why do birds eat? Daft question really because we all know the answer – to  
stay alive. But there are three main events in a bird’s annual life cycle that need 
additional food because of the energy required: breeding, migration and moult, 
the replacement of old and worn out feathers with new ones. We tend not to 
think of moulting as a time of high energy needs but it is. Different species have 
developed different moult strategies; for those migrating long distances the 
choice is between moulting before or after migration, although some birds stop 
off en route to feed and grow new feathers. Most European birds that are non 
migratory or migrate for only short distances moult when breeding is finished, 
but migrants travelling far south often moult after their arrival and can afford to 
take longer over the process in a warm climate. Of course nothing in the bird 
world is as simple as this and some birds moult twice each year and there are 
variations even within the same species. As always, there’s a lot more 
information on the internet if you want to learn more. 
 
All this makes it more difficult for us to identify birds at this time of year, 
particularly species like ducks which often look tatty and dull. A lot of birds  
are more difficult to find while moulting, particularly if their flight ability is 
lessened. But then you didn’t expect bird identification to be easy, did you?  
It’s one of the most fascinating hobbies (no pun intended) that you can get 
involved in, so have a wonderful autumn watching migrants, and familiar birds 
in their autumn and winter plumage. 

  Tony Knowles 
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                   Autumn events 
The description of each outdoor event gives  the name and contact details of the 

Event Organiser. Please let the Organiser know if you intend to go on a trip. This does 
not mean that you cannot attend at the last minute but trips may be cancelled if there 
appears to be insufficient interest, so we need to know in advance who wants to go. 

We would also advise that you check the website or ring the Organiser just before the event 
to ensure that it is still happening and the arrangements haven’t changed.  

The rendezvous point for car sharing is the car park in Pateley Bridge opposite Towler’s newsagent 
unless otherwise notified. 

Some events demand a reasonable level of fitness depending on distances and terrain to be cov-
ered. If in doubt contact the organiser for advice. Under 16s should be accompanied by an adult 

on all outdoor events. Non members are welcome at events.  
 

PLEASE NOTE  
For evening events at the Harefield Hall Hotel there will be an  

admission fee of £1 per member and £2 per non-member.  

On Sunday 4th September, we have booked places on the Shearwater and Skua cruise which departs 
from Bridlington north pier at 9am. In late summer and early autumn, thousands of migrating sea-
birds pass over the North Sea on their long journeys, and this 3.5 hour trip offers wonderful opportu-
nities to see terns, skuas, auks, gulls, gannets and Manx and sooty shearwaters. Expert commenta-
tors are on board each cruise to help you identify the birds. Tickets cost: Adult £18, Children under 14 
£9, and family £45 (two adults and two children). It looks as though all places are now booked but if 
you would like to be put on the reserve list for a ticket please ring Brian Robertshaw. 

Sunday 4th September; Shearwater and Skua Cruise 

High Batts Nature Reserve is a small private reserve north of Ripon. It offers a gentle walk around a 
varied habitat providing a variety of birds and with always the possibility that something more un-
usual might drop in. The hide over the small pool is a gem from which you can usually get wonderful 
views of birds on the feeders, including siskins and marsh tits, and there are tree sparrows and yel-
lowhammers to enjoy too, plus many others. Colin Slator, founder and warden of the reserve, will talk 
about its development and maintenance and show us around. 
 
Meet at Pateley Bridge at 8.30 am or if you are going directly to High Batts meet at the Reserve at 
9.30 am. The Reserve lies off the A6108 north of Ripon. Travelling north on this road towards West 
Tanfield you pass Lightwater Valley on your left and shortly afterwards there is a turning on the right 
to Hanson’s quarry. Take this turning and park before the gate. This is a half-day outing; please let  
Hilary Atkins know if you intend to be there.  

Sunday 18th September; High Batts Nature Reserve 

There will not be a club meeting on Monday 19th September because it is Nidderdale Show and we 
will as usual be having a stand. So please come along and support us in the Heritage Tent; we have 
many visitors to the stand and it is always good when there are members on hand to talk to the public 
about what we do.  

Monday 19th September; Nidderdale Show 

Parcevall Hall is known for its historic garden located at the head of a small valley not far from Apple-
treewick. There are woodland walks, formal terraces, a limestone rock garden and a rose garden, all 
set against the stunning back-drop of the Yorkshire Dales so there is a variety of habitats for the 
birds. There is a charge for admission as follows:-Adults: £6, Senior Citizens: ₤5. Children under 12 
free. RHS members have free access in October. The gardens lie on a steep hillside with steps and 
there are some uneven paths.  
 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 9.30 am or for those going direct meet on site 
at 10.  Parcevall Hall is located at Skyreholme, near Appletreewick. Brown direction signs point the 
way from the B6265 Pateley to Grassington road. The organiser is Audrey Summersgill  

Friday 14th October Parcevall Hall 
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Tophill Low is a nature reserve operated by Yorkshire Water and located to the east of York. Despite 
still operating as an industrial site, it is an SSSI with an abundance of wildlife on the reservoirs, ponds 
and marshes, and at this time of the year there could be some interesting migrants. There are several 
hides and a small visitor centre. There is a charge for admission as follows:- adults: £2.80 per person; 
concessions: £1.20 (16 and under /65 and over). 
 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley Bridge rendezvous at 8.30 am or for those going direct on site at 10 
am. On the A614 Beverley to Driffield Road, leave at Watton (signposted Tophill Low Pumping Sta-
tion) and follow the brown tourist signs along an unclassified road for 4 miles. Turn right at the main 
gates and follow the road round to the car park. This is a full-day trip and you should bring a packed 
lunch as there are no refreshment facilities on site. The organiser is Sheila Nash. 

Saturday 22nd October; Tophill Low Reserve 

Harewood was chosen as the area in Yorkshire for the re-introduction of Red Kites and is now one of 
the best places in the country for seeing these magnificent birds. Our walk through the grounds of 
Harewood House should give us a good chances of excellent views of Red Kites plus other woodland 
birds. Car sharers meet at Pateley Bridge at 8.30 am or for those going direct on site at 9.30. To ac-
cess the meeting point continue on the A61 road towards Leeds past the main entrance to the estate. 
About 1½ miles further on take a left turn signposted to Wyke and there is some parking immediately 
on the right. The organiser is Ros Wade and this is a half day outing.  

Friday 11th November;  Harewood 

We usually visit the Strid in Bolton Abbey woods in Spring but it can be equally productive of good 
birding at other times of the year.  It offers a delightful circular walk on both sides of the Wharfe be-
tween Barden Bridge and the Cavendish pavilion (an excellent café for morning coffee and bacon but-
ties.) 
Car sharers meet at the Pateley rendezvous at 9 a.m. For those going direct, meet at the parking 
place by Barden Bridge at 9.30 am; this is just off the B6160 between Grassington and Bolton Abbey 
(grid reference 053 574). The organiser is Angus Gosman. 

Sunday 20th November  The Strid - Bolton Abbey 

Staveley is one of the favourite local places for many members so we are lucky to have the opportu-
nity of a talk by Carl, who is the Yorkshire Wildlife Liaison officer for the Reserve. He will be talking to 
us about his work, how the reserve is managed and the future plans for an extension of the reserve.  

Monday 21st November: Harefield Hall Hotel 7.30 pm Carl Watts, - a talk on Staveley 

Reserve   

Having heard all about Staveley at our November evening meeting it seems quite timely that we are 
planning to visit there in December. Not only is this one of our favourite reserves but we are adding to 
its attraction by rounding off the visit with a Christmas lunch at the nearby Royal Oak which is known 
for its good food and friendly atmosphere.  We will be circulating details of menus in early November. 

Staveley, not far from Boroughbridge, is a Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Reserve and since 1974, 205 spe-
cies of bird have been recorded. Throughout the winter months a variety of wildfowl is attracted to the 
main lagoon and locally uncommon species such as short-eared owl and jack snipe are frequently 
seen. There is one hide on the reserve but no other facilities.  

Booking is essential for this event, and when booking please let us know if you would like transport so 
that we can car-share as efficiently as possible. The reserve is just north of Staveley village and lies 
about 3 miles south-west of Boroughbridge. We will meet at the Royal Oak at 9.30. You can park 
there or at the village green or at the small parking area on the right just along Minskip road. The en-
trance to the reserve is on the left, off Minskip Road, via an unmarked lane between The Bungalow 
and Ceres House. At the end of the lane bear right through kissing gates onto the reserve. Please let 
Angus Gosman know if you wish to book for this event.  

Friday 9th December; Staveley—Birdwatching and Christmas Lunch 

Our previous Autumn programmes have included the very popular “10 slides in 10 minutes” when 
members have an opportunity to show their slides related to their birding activities. This year we are 
extending this idea to include other art forms as well, so if you are not a photographer but like paint-
ing or stitching as a result of your birdwatching, perhaps you would like to share your creations with 
other members. Whether it is slides, oil paintings or fretwork, get in touch with Sheila Nash if you 
want to take part.  £1 charge for members and £2 for non-members. 

Monday 17th October; Harefield Hall Hotel– 7.30 pm  “10 minutes of Fame” 
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Come along and get into the Christmas spirit with fellow members. There will be one of our famous 
(notorious?) quizzes and a sandwich and chip supper. The cost is £6.50 per head. Please let Alwin 
Knowles know if you intend to come so we can get the catering right. 

Monday 19th December; Harefield Hall Hotel 7.30 pm Christmas Social 

September Sunday 4th Shearwater and skua cruise 

 Sunday 18th 

 

High Batts Nature Reserve; half day trip 

 Monday 19th Nidderdale Show 

Please note there will be no Social evening 

October Friday 14th Parceval Hall; half day trip 

 Monday 17th   Social Evening 7.30 pm Harefield Hall Hotel 

       “10 minutes  of Fame” 

 Saturday 22nd Tophill Low Reserve; full day trip 

November Friday 11th    Harewood; half day trip 

 Sunday 20th  The Strid; half-day trip 

 Monday 21st   Carl Watts; Managing Staveley Reserve 

Harefield Hall Hotel 7.30  

December Friday 9th Staveley Christmas lunch  

 Saturday 17th Nosterfield Reserve 

 Monday 20th    Christmas get together and Quiz;  

Harefield Hall Hotel 7.30 pm        

The programme for Winter events will be published in November. 
The Events Programme for Nidderdale Birdwatchers is available on the Nidderdale Birdwatchers’ website  

www.niddbird.org.uk.  Log in to keep up to date with any changes. 

Your pin-up of Autumn Events 

Nosterfield, north of Ripon, is a former gravel quarry run by the Lower Ure Conservation Trust (LUCT). 
The reserve covers 56 hectares and is one of the most important sites for wintering wildfowl and 
breeding waders in the region.  It has two very comfortable hides and a third more open hide. Later 
there may be an opportunity to visit the location of the working quarry where there are further 
stretches of water, reed beds and adjacent farmland. 
 
Meet at Pateley Bridge car park at 9 am or at the Interpretation Centre at the Reserve at 9.45. When 
approaching from Ripon turn right at the crossroads in West Tanfield and then left at the next mini-
roundabout. The Interpretation Centre is on the left about half a mile along this road – it is easy to 
miss! This is a half day outing and as there are no catering facilities nearby you might want to bring a 
warm drink with you and a bite to eat particularly if you want to do the whole Nosterfield site includ-
ing the quarry.  Pete Seaman is the organiser of this event.  

Saturday 17th December; Nosterfield Nature Reserve 
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WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING 
Reports on club events 

RSPB Bempton Cliffs; 18th June 
The weather forecast on the evening of the 17th June for the East coast was not good; heavy rain and 
poor visibility. So it was no great surprise as we drove across to Pateley to join the coach that we had 
the headlights on and the wipers going. Quite a few got on at the car park and the rest joined at the 
Square in Ripon at 0900, our driver Freddy had us spot on time. A total of16 intrepid birdwatchers left 
the Square with a slight improvement in the weather. The journey across the Wolds was very quiet 
only the dull hum of conversation interrupted by Buzzard on the left or Lapwings in fields on the right. 
By the time we arrived at RSPB Bempton Cliffs the weather had improved, the rain had almost 
stopped and visibility was good. We all put on our waterproofs, just in case and arranged with Freddy 
to be back at the coach at 12.40 so that he could run us to our lunch appointment. The meal at 
Bempton village hall had been arranged by Frances and Philip Clarke with a local couple they met in 
New Zealand, so Freddy would run us the 2 miles from the reserve to the hall and then back to re-
serve after lunch. At 12.40 15 people were at the coach, but one was so absorbed in the birds they 
forgot about the time but we sorted it and everybody had a really nice lunch. 
 
Now to the birds. They were really stunning. Guillemots, Razorbills, Gannets and the odd Puffin all ap-
peared to have young of varying sizes, as did the Fulmars and Kittiwakes. It’s amazing how they cling 
to the rock face on such small ledges and also how the eggs stay in place only helped by their shape 
and skilful parents. The sea was also full of birds, doing fly pasts or sitting. It was just constant ac-
tion. The fields were also full of birds - Yellowhammer, Linnet, Tree Sparrow, Skylark, Meadow, Pipit, 
Starling, Corn Bunting, Reed Bunting and Kestrel. 
 
We had a super day, the weather forecast turned out to be wrong and our afternoon was warm and 
dry. We have to thank the leader Ann Crouch for a really interesting trip to the East Coast which was 
made even better by the people who went and made it so successful. Thanks are due to Freddy, our 
amiable and helpful driver and also to the folks who provided the super lunch. 
Brian and Pauline Robertshaw 

Scot Gate Ash; Pateley Bridge; Monday 20th June 
The first sight we had from the top of Silver Hill, above Pateley Bridge was a Red Kite cruising below 
us giving great views of its markings.  10 of us met up for an evening walk along Wath Lane and 
through the quarry track to Scot Gate Ash and its woods.  We found a family of blue tits along Wath 
Lane, Lapwing and Curlew flying and Mistle Thrush. Willow Warbler and Chiffchaff sang I was hoping 
for confirmation of a singing Marsh Tit in Quarry Wood but it had gone to bed. A pleasant walk with 
great views. We finished the evening with some of us meeting up at the Crown. The Harefield was un-
expectedly closed for a private event. Ros Wade 

Bryan’s Wood; Saturday 21st May 2011 
We were a small but select group led by Tony Knowles, comprising myself, Mick Phillips and his 
daughter Holly aged nine. Between the four of us we covered a wide age range from nine to eighty! 
Holly has the makings of an excellent birder, sensible, observant and patient.  We met at the Royal 
Oak car park and Tony loaded us into his car and drove us to  Bryan’s Wood,  an area of about 55 
acres of ancient woodland between Dacre Banks and Heyshaw. It is a site of importance for nature 
conservation and is managed by club members and the Nidderdale Conservation Volunteers. The 
weather was very pleasant, fairly sunny and damp from rain the previous day, the woodland in its late 
spring splendour, bluebells flourishing and trees, apart from ash, in full leaf. Birdsong was all about us 
and the going, as Tony had told us, fairly rough and muddy but not a great problem. We saw roe deer 
tracks and signs of recent badger activity. The volunteers have worked consistently, putting up nest 
boxes, monitoring the wildlife, (an area has been fenced in to keep the roe deer from nibbling the 
young growth) the bracken is beaten back during the summer months in an effort to keep it under 
control. Fallen trees are allowed to rot down naturally providing shelter and sustenance to insect and 
other wildlife. 
 
A careful record is kept of the species of birds using the nest boxes, and two owl boxes, so far unoc-
cupied, have been secured to suitable trees. We had particularly good views of pied flycatchers, tree 
creepers and a pair of newly arrived spotted flycatchers and identified about twenty four species in all, 
mostly seen,  but a few by their song:-chaffinches, greenfinch, goldfinches, wood pigeons, robins, 
wrens (very vocal!) pied flycatchers, spotted flycatchers, pheasants, chiffchaffs, willow warblers, swal-
lows, dunnocks, starlings, blackbirds, song thrush, great spotted woodpeckers, rooks, jackdaws, kes-
trel, blackheaded gulls flying over.... 
 
Altogether a most satisfactory half day and I am greatly impressed by the knowledge and dedication 
of these volunteers who give of their time to preserve these unique habitats.  Franky Catliff 
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Malham Cove  RSPB Peregrine Watch; Friday 8th July   
10 people arrived at the RSPB Peregrine Watchpoint at Malham. The peregrines put in an appearance 
immediately unlike the RSPB which had migrated elsewhere. We had wonderful views of juveniles and 
adult and heard their screaming calls.  We also got excellent views of green woodpecker, a lifer for at 
least one member.  The weather held apart from a brief 'sea fret' and various splinter groups saw 
spotted flycatchers, grey wagtail, blackcap and redstart among the usual suspects. A rewarding half-
day visit. Ros Wade  

Moor End Farm, Staveley; Monday 18th July 
10 members donned wellies or stout boots and wet weather gear to walk round this Site of Interest 
for Nature Conservation at Moor End.  The owners, Ian and Dorothy, took us round and explained the 
history of the site and the work that has been done over recent years. Fortunately the rain held off 
and the group managed to spot a total of 26 species although some of the Moor End regulars were 
hiding from us.  Hirondines were most in evidence and some people tackled the intricacies of working 
out the ages of the swallows.  The evening was rounded off by Dorothy providing hot drinks and bis-
cuits on the patio and showing off the site’s Harrogate District Biodiversity Action Group (HDBAG) 
Wildlife Friendly Garden Gold Award which was awarded to them at their open garden day on 12 June 
2011 (held to raise funds for YWT Staveley Nature reserve). Hilary Cunningham-Atkins 

Conservation 
The plans for a sand martin wall at Gouthwaite are making slow progress, and we have the provisional 
agreement of most of the interested parties, Yorkshire Water, land owners, shooting rights etc, to the 
scheme. Costings are now needed so that we can look at the options for funding the materials but we 
hope that we can get enough support from volunteers from the club and of course from the Nidder-
dale Conservation Volunteers (NCVs) to do most of the manual work without employing professionals. 
We may be twisting a few arms towards the end of the year to get your help! 
 
Other work in prospect is coppicing hazel in Bryan’s Wood at the end of the year. We hope to let you 
know when this is planned so that you can join us. The bracken bashing season is over until next year 
for which many people are grateful. 
 
The Nest Recording Scheme for the BTO is now completed and we will let you know how it’s gone in 
more detail when we’ve had a chance to analyse the figures. One thing that we’re particularly pleased 
about this year is that in Bryan’s Wood two boxes have had pied flycatchers successfully raising 
young, and for the first time we have had a nuthatch nesting successfully. As always, particular 
thanks to the stalwarts who trudge through the wood with a ladder recording the development of 
nests, eggs and nestlings. 
 
At Dacre Braithwaite school a parent has provided 10 nest boxes which we plan to put up in the au-
tumn with the help of children there. In addition there’s a spare tawny owl box which we could include 
if a suitable place can be found. We think it’s important to get young children interested in birds and 
other wildlife so that they in their turn can care for  the environment. Tony Knowles 
 
A wedding 
Our congratulations to members Hannah Silcock and Dave Barthram who got married on August 13th.  
 
Spreading the word 
The club attended two events in July to tell people about our existence and what we do. We had a 
stand at High Batts Open Day and then a stand at Hampsthwaite Feast. Both were very enjoyable 
events and at Hampsthwaite we had a wonderful opportunity to see some magnificent birds of prey 
including a Sea Eagle. Always impressive, these birds looked even more so when circling in their  
demonstration flights just a few feet above our heads.  

Stocks Reservoir; Friday 12th August  
Despite a very damp and dismal morning thirteen members made the trip to Stocks Reservoir in the 
Forest of Bowland which was a new site we haven’t visited before. As we walked towards the first 
hide, a sparrowhawk took off from the adjacent meadow. Mallard, cormorant and lesser black backed 
gulls were the most numerous birds on the water and there was a delightful goosander with three 
young, but strangely none of the geese which had been recorded there earlier in the week. There 
were also common sandpipers, and ringed and little ringed plovers. There was a good selection of 
small birds in the surrounding trees including red poll, willow warbler and chiffchaff, coal, blue, great 
and long-tailed tits which we watched as we ate our lunch in friendly proximity in one of the two 
hides. For most of us the highlight of the day was a party of 9 common crossbills which we saw feed-
ing on the conifer cones during our walk after lunch. Despite the miserable weather we had a most 
enjoyable visit and it would be good to visit again and see this beautiful location and its birds in the 
sunshine. Alwin Knowles  

               CLUB NEWS  
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SnippetsSnippets   
  - bits about birds  

 
 
House Martins: Delichon Urbicam 
 
I’m thrilled to bits! For the first time in my life there are House Martins nesting on the  
house in which I live. They began to build in the spring during that very dry weather, but  
as the mud kept falling to the ground, I thought they wouldn’t manage to complete a nest. But  
they did and I still don’t know from where they got the mud. Gradually the nest began to form  
high up under my eaves and soon it was obvious that the nest was in use.  
 
Martins arrive here in April to early May and begin to build at once. They stay until late September.  
Their nests are cup shaped with a small opening where the nest reaches the eaves. They usually 
come to the same area each year, to the same site as in previous years. They lay between 2 - 6, 
white eggs, usually 4-5, They are laid daily and brooding begins after the penultimate egg has been 
laid. They hatch after 14-16 days. The young fledge after 19-25 days. They can have up to three 
broods each year. I do know that some of my neighbours don’t like the mess they make and dis-
courage them from nesting.  
 
I knew my eggs had hatched when I began to see bits of shell and the distinctive droppings of fae-
cal sacs. They are like small punctured white balloons with a black tail. They look quite different to 
the splodges left by an adult bird. It was not long before I could hear chirruping from the nests and 
could watch the adults flying up to the edge of the nest, I think both parents feed the young. 
 
I longed to know how many young there were but there was no way I could  get up to the nest. 
Then I had an idea of counting the faecal sacs, but so far nobody could tell me how many each bird 
would produce in a day. I decided to put a sheet of white plastic on the ground under the nest and 
count over a 24 hour period. There were 37 faecal sacs - but how many young is that? I still don’t 
know but I realised it was a lot of work for the parents to keep that nest clean. 
 
In the previous two years we’ve lived here there were a number of nests on surrounding houses. 
This year I seem to have the only nest in the immediate neighbourhood, although there are a few 
other martins flying around. Last week there were 5 flying as a group, yet there are still young in 
the nest. Could this be a second brood? Ann Crouch.    
 
Some information from the BTO about House Martins 
This is the third summer that the BTO has run a House Martin Survey. Over 1,200 people across the 
UK have taken part in previous years providing the BTO with a clear picture of how this wonderful 
summer visitor is doing. It seems that it is doing better in Scotland and Northern Ireland, increasing 
by 103% and 51% respectively. In Wales the population has remained stable, but has fallen by 8% 
in England. You can take part in the survey by going to http://blx1.bto.org/houseMartinsSurvey/
house-martins.jsp or by phoning 01842 750050 and asking for a survey form. 
 
Living at peace with your House Martins: Place a large seed tray on your patio, under the nest, to 
catch most of the droppings. Then clean it out periodically. Grow a climbing plant, such as wisteria, 
over a patio door and under the nest, so the plant catches the droppings. If the House Martins 
choose a really problematic nest site, put up something to deter them during the winter, in the hope 
that they will move somewhere more convenient in the spring. It is illegal to tamper with a bird’s 
nest during the breeding season.  
 
House martins often breed in groups and nests are sometimes joined together in terraces. Mud is 
collected from the edges of puddles and streams. Birds rarely travel more than 150 metres to col-
lect mud. If they can re-use a nest from a previous year then they save themselves work as it takes 
a pair a couple of days to repair a nest from last year but up to 18 days to build a new one. 

Nidderdale Birdwatchers is a voluntary organisation which exists to promote interest in and understanding 

and knowledge of birds, their environment and conservation, and in particular to promote the study and welfare of 

the birds within Nidderdale. Membership is open to all interested individuals; for details contact the Membership 

Secretary, Angus Gosman on 01423 755276 or visit our website www.niddbirds.org.uk 
 

Items for inclusion in the Newsletter should be sent to Alwin Knowles, 

Woodclose House, Ripon Road, Pateley Bridge, Harrogate. HG3 5NL  


